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Mr. CLEMENS addressed the House for an 


hour, upon the state of the Union, [His remarks 
will be published in the Appendix. ] 

Mr. WASHBURN, of 
the floor. 

Mr. LOGAN. I hope the time of the gentle- 
man from Virginia will be extended. 

Mr. HINDMAN. I object. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I only desire about three 
minutes to finish. 

Mr. HINDMAN. I would object if you only 


wanted half a minute. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman 


can only proceed by unanimous consent. 

Mr. LOGAN. move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the gentleman be permitted to 
proceed. ; 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is not in order 
to suspend the rules to-day. 

Mr. LOGAN. I hope, then, the gentleman will 
be permitted to print the balance of his speech. 

Mr. MARTIN, of Virginia. I hope the gen- 
tleman will be allowed to go on and finish his 
traitorous remarks. 
rreat confusion, in which the further remark of 
Ir. Martin was not peer) 

Mr. COX. I call the gentleman from Virginia 
to order. 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I move that the 


gentleman from Virginia have liberty to print the | 


remainder of his speech. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman 
will have leave if there be no objection. 

Mr. THOMAS. I object. 

Mr. FOUKE. The courtesy of this House has 


been extended to gentlemen on both sides in per- | 


isconsin, obtained | 


[Cries of *‘ Order!’’ and | 


mitting them to proceed beyond the hour to which | 


they are limited under the rules, and I hope it || the principal causes of complaint, except the fur- 


will not be denied to the gentleman from Virginia. 

Mr. RUST. How did the gentleman from IIli- 
nois obtain the floor? I object. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman 
from Wisconsin is entitled to the floor, and will 
proceed. 

Mr.W ASHBURN. Afterthe eloquentspeech of 
the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. CLemens] who 
has just taken his seat, and the equally eloquent 


remarks of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Bine- | 


HAM] who preceded him, I can hardly expect to 
interest the House during the brief time allowed 
me under the rules. But, sir, having, in connec- 


tion with another gentleman, presented to the | 


House the views of a minority of the committee 
of thirty-three, I feel it my duty to stand up here 
and defend the positions assumed in that report. 
At the proper time I shall prepose, as a substi- 
tute for the propositions now before the House, 
the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the provisions of the Constitution are | 


ample for the preservation of the Union, and the protection | 


of all the material interests of the country ; that it needs to 
be obeyed rather than amended; and our extrieation from 
present difficulties is to be looked for in efforts to preserve 
and protect the public property and enforce the laws, rather 
than in new guarantees for particular interests, or compro- 
mises or concessions to unreasonable demands. 

This resolution expresses the conclusion of the 
small minority of the committee to which I be- 
long. The majority of the committee have re- 
ported various propositions, but only four of them 
contemplate definite action. All of een propo- 
sitions, Mr. Speaker, although not sanctioned at 
the final adoption of the report, were adopted 
singly during the sessions of the committee. I 
do not wish to place any one in a false position 
by saying that these propositions are the opinion 
of the majority of the select committee. They 
were adopted, as I have already stated, one by 
one, by a majority then,present, as they came up 
for consideration. 

Now, sir, the propositions looking to definite 
action reported from the select committee are: a 
o resolution to amend the Constitution of the 

‘nited States; an act for the admission of New 
Mexico into the Union as a State; and an amend- 
ment to the fugitive slave law and the law relating 
to fugitives from justice. These propositions have 

een reported with sundry resolutions expressive 


| 
| 
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| merely of the opinions of members. Having been 
| unable to concur in any one of these propositions, 
and not wishing to be regarded as an ultra or un- 
reasonable man, I wish at this time to state the 
reasons why I could not concur with the measures 
here proposed for the consideration of the House. 
I will take the propositions in their order; and if 
I shall sueceed in showing that all of the com- 
plaints which the propositions now offered are 
intended to remedy are groundless, and that their 
adoption will only subject the people of the North 
to further derision and contempt, then, sir, [ shall 
have accomplished all that I desire. I think I shall 
be enabled to show very clearly to the members 
| of this House that the measures now submitteu 
are wholly powerless for good, even if they were 
all to be adopted. 

I have been a patient attendant on all the sittings 
of this committee; and it has been my desire to 
learn what were the troubles, what the difficulties, 
what the grievances which were complained of, 
and which required the remedial action of Con- 
gress. Although no two members could concur 
exactly in regard to the grievances complained of, 
yet upon being grouped together they amount to 
about this: first, it is complained that the North 
does not faithfully execute the fugitive slave law; 
| second, it is complained that some of the non- 
slaveholding States have passed personal liberty 
bills; third, it is complained on the part of the 
South that the people of the southern States are 
deprived of equal rights with the people of the 
North in the Raeitanon of the United States; and 
itis alleged also, asacomplaint against the North, 
that fugitives from justice are not delivered up in 
accordance with our obligations under the Con- 
stitution of the United States. These constitute 





ther one that we have elected a President who, it 
is claimed, is hostile to slavery. This last is be- 
lieved to be the occasion for existing treason and 
impending civil war; and as the committee pro- 
pose no remedy whereby the minority shall rule 
the majority, [ am justified in saying that the 
measures that they do propose will have no effect 
towards restoring peace to the country. 

Sir, it is not pretended, it has never been pre- 
tended, that tlre Federal Government has legis- 
lated to the prejudice of the people of the South. 
It has never been said, and with truth it cannot 
be said, that they have not had all their rights in 
this Government. Never, in a single instance, can 
| it be maintained that Congress has refused to pass 

laws necessary for the security of their rights. 





ernment was formed, they have controlled the 
Federal Government in all its departments—legis- 
lative, executive, and judicial. They have so 
long been accustomed to regard themselves as 
specially appointed to rule this country, that they 
have forgotten how to obey, claiming to be ex- 
clusively the ruling class; and, grown haughty, 


they cannot brook the idea that a man who is 


ing classes should be at the head of the execu- 
tive department of the Government. 

We know full well, Mr. Speaker, what will 
restore peace. If we will yield up for all time to 
come the control of the Government to those who, 
with small exceptions, have ruled it heretofore; 
| give them the Executive; allow them to retain the 


our foreign and domestic policy, they will no 





cannot be acceded to. To show that the 
to control the Government or destroy it, 
| read the following extract from a letter from a 
United States Senator from the State of Alabama, 


| ten a short time since. He says, speaking of the 
people of the North: 


| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


* They are the most bitter, relentless, and vindictive 
enemies we have on earth.”’ * * ° * “ Of 





course, we cannot live under the same Government with | : tn af v1 
| || making it more acceptable to the people of the 


these people, unless we could control it.’’ 


For sixty out of seventy-two years since the Gov- | 


legislative and judicial departments, and dictate | 


doubt return to theirallegiance and save the Union. 
Sir, their terms of salvage are cnormous, and | 
mean | 
beg to | 








proud, and insolent, from the possession of power, | 


peculiarly the representative of the great labor- | 
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There, sir, you have the conclusion of the whole 
matter expressed in concise language. The whole 
thing is in a nutshell. ‘We must contro! the 
Government, or we will not live under it.”” The 
question, then, stares the people of the North full 
in the face. Will they pass their too obedient 
necks beneath the aie yoke, or will they as- 
sert their manhood, and refuse to purchase either 
continued union or peace at any such price? No, 
sir; let us have disunion, and, if need be, civil 
war, rather than dishonor. 

The first ground of complaint against the North, 
for which a remedy is sought in the disruption of 
the Union, is that the people of the North do not 
faithfully execute the fugitive slave law. Is the 
complaint true? Itis not. That law is executed 
with surprising fidelity. That it is a most odious 
law to the people of the North, and justly so, I 
will not dispute; nevertheless, it is executed with 
great certainty. Mr. Iverson, in the Senate, has 
recently borne testimony in regard to the law, in 
the following language: 

“ We have a fugitive slave law of which the South does 
not complain. It is sufficiently guarded to accomplish all 
the objects for which it was designed, if there was a proper 
public sentiment in the northern States. No better fugitive 
slave law could be devised by this Congress or any other. 
It clothes the judiciary and Executive of this Government 
with ample powers to execute the laws. We do not com- 
plain that any Executive has ever been derelict in his duty 
in the discharge of this law. Mr. Fillmore was President 
when this law was passed, and it received his sanction; 
and I am ready to say, that so far as he was concerned, he 
carried it out. General Pierce carried it out, and the pres- 
ent Executive. So far as they have the power, they have 
done their duty faithfully.”’ 

Messrs. Dovetas and Puen, Democratic Sen- 
ators, have also borne recent testimony to the 
faithful observance of that law. Instances where 
a fugitive has been rescued under it are very rare; 
and ten northern men are hung without judge or 
jury at the South, for the commission of no crime, 
to every fugitive that is rescued. In the State of 
Wisconsin, [ have known but one instance where 
a fugitive was attempted to be rescued; and in 
that case the Governmen®has pursued the alleged 
rescuer with a malignity unheard of in a civil- 
ized Government; and, from inability to pay the 
fine imposed upon him, he is now wearing eut the 
remnant of his existence in the common jail of the 
city of Milwaukee. 

if is not, then, Mr. Speaker, the non-execu- 
tion of the fugitive slave law that is cause for 
secession. 

But, sir, your committee proposed to amend it; 
and I may as well here notice the proposed amend- 
ment. The design of this amendment is to make 
the law more efficient, and at the same time render 


| it less odious to the people of the North. They 


have succeeded admirably in the former. Pass it, 
and what hope is there left for the colored man 
who is claimed asa slave? The whole power of 
the Government of the United States is to be in- 
voked against him; and at the sole expense of that 
Government, which should be a shield and pro- 
tection to the weak, he is seized and transported 
toa southern State, where, after remaining per- 
haps in prison for six, eight, or ten months, he 
is to have a jury trial before the United States 
district judge. Nota jury trial of the vicinage 
from which he is alleged to have escaped; but of 
the vicinage of the residence of the judge, which 
may be perhaps hundreds of miles from where 
he was alleged to have escaped. If adjudged a 
free man, no penalty is imposed upon the man 
who falsely claimed him; aa after a loss of many 
months’ time, perhaps, he finally has the satisfac- 
tion of being returned to the place of seizure at 
the expense of the United States. They have 
attempted to sugar the thing over by attaching a 


second section, which only authorizes the mar- 
| shal to call for assistance to execute the law in 


{Mr. Cray,] to friends in South Carolina, writ- || 


cease he thinks he shall need help. I have looked 
at the provisions of the old Jaw in this regard, 
and I find the difference between that and the 
amendment is about the same as between twee- 
dledum and tweedledee. The idea being held out 
that an amendment to the law would be made 
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North, | sought in committee to amend this 
amendment, so as to give the fugitive a trial by_ 
jury in the State where he was seized. Such an 
amendment would be substantial in its character 
and would dispense with personal liberty bills; 
but, I regret to say, it was voted down. 


For these reasons I am opposed to this amend- | 


ment. I regard it as no improvement on the old 
law; which, God knows, is bad enough. 

if you will give us no amendment which is an 
improvement on the old law, then let that stand 
as a memorial of the barbarous age that passed it. 

But, Mr. Speaker, it is said that the North has 
passed personal liberty bills, which give cause to 
the Southern States to secede. ‘The committee 
do not propose any legislative action in regard to 
these bills any further than to request the States 
that have passed them to repeal them. I am op- 
vosed to the resolution reported on this subject. 
{ regard it as an unwarrantable interference with 
the rights of the States. I have been pleased to 
notice that the southern gentlemen on this com- 
mittee who have joined in making reports are very 
careful to say nothing about these personal lib- 
erty bills They are too smart to put themselves 
on paper as advocating that Congress should in- 
terfere with what strictly belongs to a State. They 
do not even speak of them as grounds of com- 
plaint 
would recommend to any State to pass unconsti- 
tutional laws, or laws which will in effect impair 
the rights of any State in this Union, or the citi- 
zens of any State; but because it is the province 
of the States themselves to judge, and that with- 
out any outside interference, as to what they owe 
to their own citizens, and what to other States of 
the Confederacy. IL am willing that it should be 
left to the States themselves to determine what 
laws it is necessary to pass, and what they ought 
to forbear to pass. If they pass unconstitutional 
laws, they are merely as so much blank paper, 
and can harm no one. If they pass unconstitu- 
tional laws, the Constitution itself provides a way 
to determine that question; and it does not confer 


upon Congress the right to decide what laws are 


constitutional and what are not. 
stitutional tribunal shall decide what laws are un- 
constitutional, I have no doubt that any State in 
the Union which has passed such laws will repeal 
them, or make them cgpform to the Constitution. 

But, sir, these gentlemen of the South have 
been so long in the habit of controlling the Fed- 
eral Government, that they now desire to go into 
the States, and indicate to them what laws they 
must pass and what they must not pass. And 
though they are careful in their reports to say 
nothing in advocacy of this idea, yet such is 
shown to be their desire by the sanalilinnt they 
report. Sir, it is an interference which the States 
may very properly resent. 

The committee have also recommended the 
passage of a resolution requesting the southern 
States to revise their laws, and if necessary to 
pass laws to protect northern citizens from mobs. 
1 am opposed to this resolution for the same rea- 
son that I refuse to vote for the resolution relating 
to the personal liberty bills. 
ern State the injustice to suppose that they have 
not passed all the laws necessary to 
citizens from the action of mobs. 


When the con- | 


I will do no south- | 


rotect our | 
If the lawsare | 


not executed, it is because the public sentiment | 


there overrides the law; and it is in vain to pass 


laws, or recommend their passage, unless there | 


is a public sentiment to sustain them. 

But the committee have not called attention of 
southern States specially to laws which are oppres- 
sive to citizens of the northern States; laws in ex- 
istence in several States ofthe Union which author- 
ize the seizure and imprisonment of persons who 
are recognized as citizens of the northern States— 
the constitutionality of which they have, by their 
local laws and their mobs, refused to allow to be 
tested in the courts of the United States. 


And while upon this point, I desire to notice | 


the further proposition to amend the laws in ref- 
erence to the surrender of fugitives from justice. 
It is proposed to take from the executive of the 
States the obligations which they now have to 
surrender up fugitives, and to confer those obli- 
gations upon the Federal judges. I regard this 
as the most obnoxious proposition reported by 
the committee, and ene which will be received 
with more disfavor by the people than any other. 
The people of the northern States are jealous of 
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| the power of the Federal courts; and well they || tate the question further, when 





may be, from their usurpation of power hereto- 
fore. Any additional power which Congress may 
propose to confer upon them, will not be sanc- 
tioned. The reason assigned for this proposed 
amendment is, that the question whether a fugi- 
tive should or should not be delivered up, should 


be a judicial question, and that the court should | 
decide it, in order that there may be a uniformity || 


of decision upon the subject. There is now a 
cause pending before the Supreme Court of the 
United States involving this very question ; and 
when decided, if the court shall decide that to be 
acrime under the Constitution which is nota 


| crime under the common law, or the laws of the 


State where the fugitive takes refuge, I presume || 


BE. 








the Governors of States will conform to that de- | 


cision. 
this amendment at any great length; but I will 


I do not feel inclined to comment upon | 


yyemeew J coll the attention of lawyers to it. | 


fl am not very much mistaken, the effect of it 
will be, that requisitions will be made under it 
for persons who were never in the State from 
which the requisition comes. It is provided that 


| the judge shall deliver up the fugitive on being 


I do not oppose this resolution because | 1] 


satisfied that the person is the person charged, 
and that he was within the jurisdiction of such 


State at the time such crime was committed; and | 


such charge is made prima facie evidence that he 
was within the State. The very fact that a per- 
son is charged with a crime committed in a cer- 


| tain State is to be received as prima facie evi- 








dence that he was within the State, no matter 
whether he was there or not. Itis not contem- 


|| plated that the judge shall inquire into the fact as 
| to whether he was there or not. 
_dictment required in the State from which the 
fugitive is alleged to have fled; but other evidence | 


Nor is an in- 


may be received, and is all thatis necessary. 
But, sir, these are matters of minor importance. 


| I now come to the question which is of some real 
| importance, and that is, the proposed amendment 
|| to the Constitution. There is no gentleman upon 


that committee from the seceding States who will 
say that this amendment will have any effect to- 
wards allaying our unfortunate difficulties. What 
is the proposed amendment? It proposes that we 
shall never interfere with the institution of slavery 
in the States; never until a certain contingency 
arises, Which never can arise until all the States 
shall sanction such a proposition. Now, sir, I 
listened to the argument of the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Corwin] yesterday upon that propo- 
sition; and hisargumentdemonstrated to my mind 
most conclusively that such an amendment ought 
not to pass. Hedemonstrated that there was no 
necessity whatever for any such provision in the 
Constitution. 

It is well known that neither the Republican 
party, nor any party at the North proposes to 
interfere with the institution of slavery in the 
States. They do not claim to have any such 
power. Under the Constitution, as it now is, 
the people of the North have no right to interfere 
with the institution of slavery in the States, and 
they have no desire to doit. But southern gen- 
tlemen say that we shall acquire the power and 
alter the Constitution in that regard. The argu- 
ment of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Corwiy] 
was conclusive that that time cannot arrive for 
fifty years, and,perhaps,never. He showed that 
we could not take the first step towards amending 
the Constitution, on the subject of slavery, until 
we had forty-five States in the Union, and that 
such anamendment could not be ratified until we 
had sixty States in the Union—an event which 
can hardly be anticipated. I say, then, that he 
demonstrated conclusively that there is no neces- 


| sity for this amendment of the Constitution; and 
| every gentleman who listened to him must be 


satisfied that there is no such necessity even 
though any party desired to interfere with slavery 
in the States. It is useless to submit such an 
amendment to the people, not only because it is 
unnecessary, but because it isa humiliating prop- 
osition to the people of the North. It is equiva- 
lent to declaring that you do not believe what they 
say, and that you think they do design to inter- 
fere with the question of slavery in the States, 
although you know full well the time is far dis- 
tant when they could do it, even if they had the 
disposition. 

he people of the North will not accept such 
an amendment. Why, then, do you want to agi- 





| interfere with the institution of slay 
| 
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: 2 you know no rood 
can come of it? In my jadgment, such an amend- 


ment of the Constitution will not be adopted b 
the people of the North—not because they md 
any desire, or claim that they have any right, i 
States, but because they believe you Seeks ate 
to demand from them any such bonds for their od 
behavior; and for that reason they will vote itdown 
They feel in regard toit,nodoubt,asIdo. I cer. 
_ tainly shall vote against any such amendmeyt 
_ here or elsewhere, and yet I have not the slightest 
| design or desire to interfere with slavery in the 
| States. I protest against the possession of any 
| such power by the people of the North. Why 

then, do you wish to keep the country in an angry 
discussion for the next one or two years over this 
amendment, when no possible good can grow out 
of it, but absolute evil? 

The next proposition is to admit New Mexico 
/asa State. The committee propose to get rid of 
this territorial question by the admission of New 
Mexico as a State. Well, sir, gentlemen who 
suppose that they can get rid of the territorial 
question in any such way, have, in my Opinion, 
a oy poor idea of what that territorial question 
is. he territorial question, so far as it relates 
to the territory that we now have, is a question 
of no consequence whatever to the veople of the 
South. It isa territorial question Siar far be- 
yond New Mexico that excites the attention of 
these gentlemen. Gentlemen may as well make 
up their minds to meet the real territorial ques- 
tion; for they will be called upon to meet it and to 
vote upon it before this Congress adjourns. The 
proposition is to adopt a constitutional amend- 
ment that shall recognize and guarantee slavery 
in territory hereafter to be acquired. It is use- 
less to be trifling about these little matters. The 
question you have to meet is, whether you will 
guarantee slavery in all territory hereafter to be 
acquired. Southern gentlemen will in a moment 
yield up everything else that they clamor about, 
if we will only consent to that. The question is 
of no consequence to them so far as the existing 
territory is concerned. Gentlemen who suppose 
that they can take this territorial question out of 
Congress by admitting New Mexico, entirely mis- 
judge what the territorial question is. ‘The question 
we have got to meet is commended to the people 
because it proceeds froma gentleman whose mod- 
eration, intelligence, and patriotism have always 
been recognized heretofore at the North; and the 
weight of his great name is relied upon to carry it 
through. The dearest and most trusted friend of 
the immortal Clay now signalizes his departure 
from the councils of the nation by submitting a 
proposition that of all others would have been 
most distasteful to that great man, who declared, 
shortly before his death, that ‘‘so long as the 
vital current flowed in his veins, he never could, 
he never would, by thought, word, or action, 
| consent to the extension of the institution of sla- 
very into territory then free.’’ md 

But, sir, 1 am opposed to this proposition to 
admit New Mexico as a State, in the first place, 
because I regard it as nothing more nor less than 
| @ proposition to admit two pro-slavery Senators 
into the United States Senate who have no con- 
stituency to back them. Gentlemen who differ 
from me, and propose to vote for the admission 
of New Mexico, doubtless will do so in the ex- 
pectation that it will come in as a free State; but 
[ do not agree with them, Just when the Repub- 
lican party is about to obtain a majority in the 
Senate of the United States, and to have an op- 
portunity of developing its policy, it is proposed 
to bring in two pro-slavery Senators from New 
Mexico. Sir, I am opposed to it. I fee! that 
there is no obligation upon me to vote for the 
admission of a slave State because, as some gen- 
tlemen have said, in the organic law there Is & 
provision that they may come in with or without 
slavery. The same provision may be found in 
the organic laws of Kansas, Nebraska, and Utah; 
and will gentlemen say that they would have felt 
themselves bound to have voted for the admission 
of Kansas as a slave State, had she presented 
herself with a pro-slavery constitution? Or will 
they say that because of that provision In the or- 
ganic act of Nebraska, if she should present her- 
self with a pro-slavery constitution, they. would 

vote to admit her? I think not, sir. This ques- 
| tion of admitting new States is one of discretion 
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entirely. It is so recognized by the best consti- 
tutional lawyers; and so long, sir, as I have that 
diseretion, I intend to vote against the admission 
»f more slave States. : 

Gentlemen say that perhaps New Mexico will 
be afree State. Ido not believe it, sir. I believe 
that the same power and the same party which 
has adopted in that Territory a slave code of the 





most barbarous character, and which has been | 


fitly characterized by the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Binenam] to-day, will adopt a pro-slavery 
constitution. ‘hose laws are in force there now; 
and the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Corwiy] 


showed you, yesterday, that it is not likely they | 


will be repealed. This House, to be sure, has 
disapproved of them; but it is not likely that, for 
years, the Senate of the United States will be so 
constituted that they can be repealed. 
The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Cornwry] said 
yesterday—and I thank him for his candor, and 
commend what he said to the members on this 
side of the House—that New Mexico was more 
likely to come inasa slave State, if admitted now, 
than if her admission was delayed for a few years. 
I commend that to members upon this side of the 
House. If they want to admit a slave State, let 
them do it now; because, if they delay afew years, 
New Mexico will come in as a free State, says 
the gentleman from Ohio. But, sir, if I knew 
that New Mexico would come with a free-State 
constitution, I should be no less opposed to her 
admission thanlam now. I believe thatit would 


be unjust to the people of the old States to admit | 


New Mexico now as a State. 


And, sir, I am | 


not prepared to say that it would be entirely just | 
to the people of the South to admit her now as a | 


free State, even if I thought she would come inasa 
free State. 
fect propriety, that it was our design to hem them 
in, and crush them out; to draw a corden of free 


I think they might then say, with per- | 


States around them; and, in the language which | 


the gentleman from New York [Mr. Joun Cocn- 


RANE] made use of when he stood on the Buflalo | 
platform, ‘surround them with an atmosphere of | 


treedom, and compel them to breathe it or die.”’ 

Sir, New Mexico has not the population that 
would entitle her to come in as a State. She has 
not the ability to maintain a State government. 
I have said in the minority report that she has 
but seventy-five thousand inhabitants. I wish to 
correct that statement. The majority report gives 


her poeieten at one hundred and five thousand. | 
L 


At the time I got that information at the census 
bureau, they showed me a table giving the num- 
ber of the population at seventy-five thousand; 
but [ was told there to-day that, from further 
returns and estimates, they made it ninety-two 
thousand. From the best evidence we have, it 
appears that there are but a very small number 
of that population who are not natives of New 
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| Constitution, free white citizens of the 
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States. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. What was 
their number? 

Mr. OTERO. Sixty thousand. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. Then, ac- 
cording to the statement of the Delegate, there 
was a larger white population in New Mexico 
thirty years ago than there is to-day. But I ap- 


| prehend there may be some misunderstanding as 


to what the word white means, as applied to the 
people of that Territory. The population has 
fallen off; and, from the best information I have 
been able to get, I find that the population of that 


United | 


Territory has not increased within the last ten | 


years, notwithstanding that the Territory has 
been puffed into notice mostassiduously. ‘There 
is nothing in the country to invite emigration 
You may create a State there, if you please; but 
there is nothing there to sustain.it. The people 
of New Mexico cannot sustain a State govern- 
ment. They have not the power or the wealth to 
do so. The chairman of the committee of thirty- 
three, indeed, indicated that we might give them 
some help, as we have done in other cases. I do 
not know of any instance where assistance has 
been given to a people of a Territory to enable 
them to sustain a State government. It is true 
that land grants have been made to different States 
to enable them to develop their resources; but I 
take it that if you were to make New Mexicoa 
grant of all the public lands within her limits, she 
would be still quite as unable to support a State 
rovernment as she is now. 
is not so peor as to own the lands of that Terri- 


Poor as she is, she | 


tory, somedescriptions of which you wiil find in | 


my report. From the best information I have, I 
believe that her people do not desire a State gov- 
ernment; and yet itis by no Means certain that 


| if you pass an enabling act, she wil! not apply 


| New Mexico shakes his head negatively. 


for admission. I believe they will «pply imme- 
diately, and come into the Union asa State. I 
believe there are ambitious meu enough there to 
control the people on that point. My friend from 
I ex- 
pect, if she be admitted asa State, that he will 
come here next December as Senator from New 
Mexico. I believe he is sound on the slavery 


question; for, if I mistake not, he had something | 
| to do with getting up the existing slave code in 


that Territory; a code which the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. Brxeuam] declared would mantle with 
blushes the face of Caligula. 

Mr. OTERO. 1am sound on all questions that 
are just. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. The gen- 


| tleman says he is sound on all questions that are 


| just. 


Mexico—persons speaking the Spanish, and not || 


our language. The supposition is, as I gather 
from gentlemen who have been in New Mexico, 
that there are but seven hundred people in that 


whole country—thirty times as large as Massa- | 


chusetts—who are not natives of it. I have here 


a slip, which I cut from the New York Times |} 


of the 18th instant, being from its New Mexico 
correspondent. The letter is dated Tucson, New 
Mexico, January 1, 1861, and the writer says: 


“If the census-takers report correctly, their statistics 


will disclose some important facts which will open the eyes | 
of our grave and sapient Legislators. [do not believe they | 


will report more than one thousand, native born and nat- 
uralized, white citizens in all New Mexico and Arizona.” 


Mr. OTERO. Where does the gentleman get | 


that from? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. From a 
letter which I find in the New York Times of the 
18th instant, dated Tucson, January 1, 1861. 


rect. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. Igive the 


Mr. OTERO. Well, that statement is not cor- | 


gentleman my authority for what I say. At all | 


events, I say this: [ have examined the rolls in 
the Census Bureau, and I find that there are few 


persons entered on those rolls who are not natives | 


of New Mexico. 

Mr. OTERO. 
from Wisconsin to a report in a work written 
nearly thirty years ago, when the Territory of 
New Mexico was under the control of Mexico. 


I desire to refer the gentleman 


It gives the statistics of the white population who | 


were entitled to vote,and who are now, under the 


If we are to judge of the ideas of justice or 


injustice held by the people of New Mexico by | 


that code of laws, 1 think that few would be found 
who would say that they were a people capable 
of sustaining a republican form of government. 
But, sir, if admitted, they will send here pro- 
slavery Senators, and we may, perhaps, consider 
ourselves fortunate if they send no worse men 
than the present Delegate. 

Mr. OTERO. Ido not own a slave, and have 
nothing to do with slavery. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I do not 
mean to say it is a country that will sustain a 
slave population; it isnot. It is not a country 
that will sustain either a free or a slave popula- 
tion. But it will be a State that will give all its 
influence in favor of the institutions of slavery; 
and that is what | mean in saying that it will be 
a slave State. 

Mr. Speaker, we are invited to adopt the prop- 
osition of Mr. Crittenven, or of the border-State, 
self-constituted committee—which | regard as vir- 


tually the same thing, and equally objectionable, | 


We are invited to abandon the Republican plat- 
form, to abandon all our principles, and take our 
position See ee ee 
will protect slavery in all the territory south of the 
line of 36° 30’. Ido not know that I fully under- 
stand your border-State proposition. I think itdoes 
not apply to territory to be acquired in the future. 
I care not. Adopt that proposition; and if you 
acquire territory hereafter, it will be contended 


and maintained, and truthfully, that the intention | 


was thatall the country south of the Missouri line 
should be given up to slavery. [A Voice on the 
Democratic side. ‘‘ Certainly.’?} We are ap- 
proached very plausibly in this regard. Gentle- 
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men say that, under the decision of the Supreme 
Court of the United States, they have now the 
right to go with their slaves inte all the Territo 
ries of the United States, whether north or south 
of the Missouri line. The Supreme Court has 
decided that they have that right. But they say 
that we of the Republican party dispute that right; 
and that, therefore, they want it put in the Con- 
stitution. They say that,although it is their right 
to go with their slaves into the territory north of 
the Missouri line, yet they are willing to be mag- 
nanimous, and to give up to freedom the country 
north of that line. Wedo not thank them for 
their liberality. We have vindicated our right to 
the country north of the Missouri line; so that, 
in conceding that to us, they really concede us 
nothing. I will say to these gentlemen, ‘* Timeo 
Danaos ct dona ferentes.”’? Lfear you when bearing 
gifts. 

I have, then, sir, I think, examined all the pro- 
jects and propositions of the majority of the com- 
mittee that propose definite action, and 1 believe 
they are powerless for good Southern gentlemen 
say they are all powerless except one, and that 
is the proposition to amend the Constitution. 
That proposition, as | have endeavored to show, 
is unnecessary, as the Constitution cannot be 
changed in that particular uotil we have at least 
sixty States admitted into the Union, I see, there 
fore, no reason for it, nor can [ give my sanction 
to turning the North upside down in discussing 
this amendment of the Constitution, 

Sir, nothing will do any good that does not al- 
low these gentlemen of the South to control the 
Government. You can make up your minds to 
that point. If you are willing to concede that, 
you will have peace atonce, and South Carolina, 
which has gone out of the Union never to return, 
It is not 
claimed by these southern States—by these cot- 
ton States—that they are compelled to contribute 
an undue proportion for the support of the Gen 
eral Government. The truth is, they have been 
so long in the babit of believing that “cotton is 
king ’’ that they have come to entertain the idea 
that the world could not get along without them; 
that they control the destinies of the world. 

Mr. Speaker, we may us well dispel that de- 
lusion first as last. If cotton has been king, it is 
king no longer. Great Britain is not willing that 
her destinies shall depend upon the uncertain 
supply of cotton that depends on the culture of 
slaves. She has been exploring the cotton fields 
of the world, in which ioe may raise her own 
supply, and in that enterprise this very move- 
ment at the South is going to set her ahead fifty 
years in the matter of the production of her own 
cotton. Her attempts at opening new cotton fields 


| in the last few years have been eminently sue- 


cessful. She is now receiving nearly one million 
bales annually from India, though the develop- 
ment of that country for the growth of cotton 
has just commenced. With a view of bringing 
the cotton regions of India into connection with 
the ports of the sea, she has largely lent her aid to 
railroad companies, which are penetrating the in- 
terior, and withina few months some eleven hun- 
dred miles of railway will be opened to the best cot- 


| ton growing regions of that country. But Great 


Britain does not confine herself to India and the 
United States. Dr. Livingston, under the patron- 
age of the British Government, with his steam- 
launch, is now exploring Africa, and reports the 
finest cotton growing fields in the world, where 


| that staple of the finest quality can be grown for 


|} One or two pence per pound. 


Yes, gentlemen of 
the South, you will one day wake up and find 


| that, instead of Great Britain being dependent 


upon you for cotton, the dependence will be alto- 
gether in another direction. Besides, the inge- 
nuity of the North is at work, and you will find 
that there are textiles in that region which will 
be made to answer the purpose of a substitute 
for cotton, and you will find that the North is 
not so dependent upon you as you suppose. 
Now, sir, if I had time, | would go somewhat 
into the matterofstatistics, showing thatthe South, 
so fur from having been oppressed, has received 
nothing but blessings and benefits from her con- 
nection with the Union. I could show that she 
has not contributed her just proportion towards 
the maintenance of this Government. I have de- 
tails before me showing beyond a doubt that, in 
that respect, she is far in arrears. Take, for in- 
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stance, the Post Office Department. I have fig- 
ures before me showing the relative condition of 
the six New England States to the six States 
which have seceded, or are, I suppose, about to 
secede. The State of Louisiana receives annu- 
ally, in the way of protection on sugar, not less 
than four or five million dollars from the Govern- 
ment, while the revenues of the Post Office De- 
partment from that State are only about one fourth 
of the expenditures. 








the Government for her postal expenses. The 
Government receives from her, in the shape of 
postages, $1,224,280, while the expenditures of 
the Government for her are but $1,156,000, being 
quite a large surplus to the Government, above 
being self-sustaining. Now, take these cotton 
States, including Louisiana, and you will find 
that the Government has received, in the last year, 


$722,987, while it has paid out $2,289,000, leav- | 


ing an excess of expenditure over receipts of more 
than one million five hundred thousand dollars 
for carrying the mails in those States. But I will 


not pursue this branch of the subject further; but || 
will simply append the following table, showing 


how the postal system works in the different 
States. It is taken from the Postmaster Gene- 
ral’s last report: 

Post Orrice Recetrrs anp Expenpitures, 1859. 


New England. Receipts. Expenditures. 
DURING oc cccccecccccessccsecs $154,523 21 $208,884 &3 | 
New Hampshire..........++ 103,319 27 110,902 93 
VOrMONt so os00 cvcescccss cess 103,218 30 137,742 34 
Conmecticet. ....ccccccceces 189,306 61 202,392 95 
Massachusetts. ...... 00000 601,249 40 449,626 89 || 
Rhode Isiand........ eceneccce 66,665 69 47,175 47 





$1,224,281 48 $1,156,725 41 


Six Cotton States. Receipts. Expenditures. 
South Carolina........ veces $107,536 12 $319,068 10 
GBeungia....cccvcccccesecsess 168,664 73 358,180 03 
Florida ...... Or occvccccecese 25,932 41 171,184 76 
Alabama ...... Pocnccsccsoees 129,103 23 393,628 90 
BEMGISER DDS ..vccccccccccesecs 101,549 12 320,003 88 
LOUISIAMR. 20.00 cccccccsccece 196,201 63 T7717 59 








$722,987 24 $2,289,583 17 








Now, Mr. Speaker, what remedy ought to be 
prope ? I was very glad that my friend from 
ndiana [Mr. Co_rax] came in this morning with 
his proposition. Itis astep in the right direction. 
It is well for these people to feel the loss of some 
of the benefits they are now deriving from the 


General Government. It is very obliging on their | 


part to allow us to carry their mails at an expend- 
iture of more than $1,500,000 a year to ourselves, 
while they are in open rebellion and refuse to ac- 
knowledge the authority of the General Govern- 
meut; but so far as lam concerned, while they 
continue in rebellion, the Government will not 
have my consent to do so in the future, until they 
return to their allegiance. 

Sir, I have no special dread in regard to the 
future of this Republic. Civil war may come, dis- 
union and dissolution may come—but I pray God 
to deliver us from both; but, sir, whatever may 
come, I have an abiding faith in a kind Provi- 
dence that has ever watched over us, that passing 
events will be all overruled for good and for the 
welfare of mankind in this and other lands. Gen- 
tlemen may talk about reconstructing this Gov- 
ernment after it shall have been broken up and 
destroyed—I tell them no. If this Government 
is destroyed, it will not be reconstructed on the 
basis on which it now stands. Gentlemen may as 
well understand right here that if the Government 
is to be reconstructed, the people of the North will 
have a word to say as to the basis of that recon- 
struction, and no new union will be formed that 
does not give them terms of perfect equality. If 
this Union must be dissolved, whether by peace- 
able secession or through fire and blood and civil 


war, we shall have the consolation of knowing | 


| 
| 


that when the conflict is over, those who survive 
it will be, what they never have been, inhabitants 
of a FREE COUNTRY. 
Mr. ETHERIDGE obtained the floor; but 
ielded to Mr. Winstow, who moved that the 
Louse adjourn. 


CHIRIQUI EXPEDITION. 


Mr. MORSE. I ask the gentleman to with- 
draw the motion for a moment, to enable me to 


have the message from the President upon the | 


Speaker’s table taken up and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 


TH 


Without going into details, | 
1 will say that New England largely wag 








| Mr. WINSLOW. I withdraw the motion for 
that purpose. 
The message of the President was then read, 
transmitting a report of the Secretary of the Navy, 
iving the details of the late Chiriqui expedition. 
Mr. MORSE. I move that the message, with 
| the accompanying documents, be referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 
Mr. PHELPS. I hope the gentleman will also 
embrace, in his order to print, the contract made 
by the Secretary of the ines with the Chiriqui 


Navigation Company. That document has not 


been printed, I believe. I understand that the 

Committee on Naval Affairs has a copy of it in 
| their possession; and I ask that it may 4 printed 
along with this message, together with any other 
documents which may be in possession of the 
Naval Committee relating to this subject. 

Mr. MORSE. 1 am willing to accept the gen- 
tleman’s proposition, so far as I am concerned. 

There being no objection, the order to print 
was made as suggested. 

And then, on motion of Mr. WINSLOW, (at 
five minutes past four o’clock, p. m.,) the House 
adjourned. 

IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, January 23, 1861. 


Prayer by Rev. W. C. Srirt, of Georgetown, 
District of Columbia. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


BILL RETURNED TO THE HOUSE. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 


ate the following resolution, received from the 
House of Representatives yesterday: 
In THE House oF REPRESENTATIVES, 
January 2, 1861. 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be directed to 
request the Senate to return House bill (No. 263) entitled 
** An act for the relief of John Johnston, of Ohio.”’ 

_Mr. GRIMES. I move that the Secretary be 
directed to return that bill, in compliance with the 
request of the House of Representatives. 

he motion was agreed to. 


CREDENTIALS. 
Mr. DOOLITTLE presented the credentials of 


| Hon. Lyman TrumsBu tt, elected a Senator of the 
| United States by the Legislature of the State of 
| Illinois, for the term of six years, commencing 
on the 4th of March, 1861; which were read, and 
ordered to be placed on the files. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
Mr. GRIMES presented tbe petition of J. W. 


Stevens, and others, citizens of lowa, praying 
the passage of a bill to provide for the settlement 
| of the claims of the officers and soldiers of the 
revolutionary army; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BIGLER presented two petitions of citi- 
zens of Easton, Pennsylvania, praying the adop- 
tion of the compromise measures proposed by 
Hon. J. J. Crirrenpen; which were ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Mr. CHANDLER presented the petition of 
Longford G. Berry and others, citizens of Adrian, 
| Michigan, praying that no attempt be made to 
amend the Constitution during the present unu- 
sual excitement; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. TRUMBULL presented the memorial of 

J. M. Richards and others, citizens of Chicago, 
Illinois, expressing their satisfaction with a set- 
tlement of the present political controversies by 
prohibiting slavery in Territories north of 36° 30’, 
and recognizing it south of that line; which was 
ordered to lic on the table. 
* Mr. KING presented a memorial of citizens of 
the State of New York, praying the ee of 
the compromise measures recommended by the 
committee of the border States; which was or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of manufacturers 
of cutlery, edge-tools, machinery, &c., in New 
York, Connecticut, and Vermont, praying that 
the duty on steel may not be increased; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of ship-owners and 
others interested in vessels, praying that no alter- 
ation may be made in the pilot laws of March 2, 
| 1837, and August 30, 1852; which was referred 
| to the Committee on Commerce. 
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BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. LANE asked, and by unanimous consent 
| obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No 544) 
for the defense of Puget Sound and the mont 


| a 3 mouth of 
| the Columbia river; which was re 


ad twice by j 

| title, and referred to the Committee a Milter 
| Affairs and Militia. ane 
| Mr. COLLAMER asked, and by unanimous 
| consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No 
| 545) in relation to the collection of duties on im- 
| ports, and for other purposes; which was read 
| twice by its title, referred to the Committee on 

Finance, and ordered to be printed. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES, 


Mr. GWIN, from the Committee on the Post 
| Office and Post Roads, to whom was referred the 
memorial of Dexter R. Crocker, praying com- 
pensation for transporting the mail from Canyon- 
| ville, Oregon, to Yreka, California, submitted a 
report, accompanied by a bill (S. No. 546) for 
the relief of Dexter R. Crocker. The bil! was 
| read, and passed to a second reading; and the 
| report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
No. 488) authorizing the holding of circuit and 
district courts of the United States for the south- 
ern district of Illinois at the city of Cairo, reported 
| it without amendment, with a recommendation 
that it do pass. 

Mr. KENNEDY, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, to whom was referred the 
petition of Rev. Charles J. White, parish priest 
of St. Matthew’s church, in ghe city of Wash- 
ington, praying authority to sell certain city lots 
now held by the proper ecclesiastical authority, 
for the benefit of the congregation of that church, 
reported a bill (S. No. 547) for the relief of the 
varish of St. Matthew’s church, of the city of 

ashington; which was read, and passed toa 
second reading. 

INDIAN TRUST FUNDS. 

Mr. GREEN. I ask leave to introduce a joint 
resolution; and, if there be no objection, to have 
it put on its passage now. 

Leave was granted to introduce the joint reso- 
lution (S. No. 61) making — for the re- 
covery of certain bonds belonging to the Indian 
trust fund, and for other purposes; and it was 
read the first time Vy its title. - 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Shall the joint res- 
olution be read at length? 

Mr. SEWARD and others. Yes; let us hear it. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Beit resolved, §c., That A. B. Greenwood, Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs, Reverdy Johnson, and Montgomery Blair, 
of the District of Columbia, be, and they are hereby, ap- 
pointed commissioners on the part of the United States, to 
make a full and equitable settlement and adjustment of any 
and all claims and accounts between the United States and 
William H. Russell, of the State of Missouri, or any busi- 
ness firms or companies now or heretofore engaged in the 
service of the United States, with which the said William 
Ii. Russell is or has been connected; and if, upon such set- 
tlement by said commissioners, any sum or balance shall 
be ascertained to be due to the said William H. Russell, as 
aforesaid, the same shall be withheld by the Secretary ot 
the proper Department unti) the said William H. Russell 
shall have restored tothe Secretary of the Interior, to the 
full amount of such sum or balance, any bonds or stocks 
belonging to or held in trust for the Indians by the United 
States that may be ascertained to have come to his hands, 
in any manner whatever; and upon the restoration of said 
bonds, as herein provided, such sum or balance shall, alter 
deducting the expenses of this commission, be paid to the 
order of the said William H. Russell, out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Several Senators. Let it lie over. il 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will receive its 
second reading, if there be no objection. 

The joint resolution was read the second time 
by its ttle. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
propose to refer it to any committee? 

r.GREEN. No, sir; let it lie on the table. 
It is understood, I think. ; 

Mr. CLARK. I move that it be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HALE. [I think that the joint resolution 
ought to go to a committee. ; 

he VICE PRESIDENT. No motion was 
made to refer it. 

Mr. HALE. I move to refer it to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

It was so referred. 


SAMPSON STANFILL. 
Mr. BAYARD. I am directed by the Com: 
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mittee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred || 
the bill (H. R. No. 724) for the relief of Samp- | 
son Stanfill, to report it back, without amendment, 
with a recommendation that it pass; and I am | 
also instructed to ask for its present considera- 
tion. If the. Senate will indulge me for three min- 
utes, | think they will pass it without hesitation. 

It is a case of hardship, amounting almost to 
oppression. It appears that Stanfill, the father, 
became security for the son, who was arrested on 
the charge of counterfeiting a Mexican dollar. A 
trial was had; and, at the trial, the court expressed 
the opinion, without entering judgment, that they 
had no jurisdiciion in the ease. The traverser 
naturally left the court. Subsequently to that the 
recognizance Was estreated, suit brought upon it, 
and judgment recorded; and the father, who is 
represented by the statements of citizens of 'Ten- 
nessee to bea highly respectable and honest man, 
in no way connected with the misdeed of the son, 
has paid a thousand dollars on this bond, which 
covers everything to the United States; and all | 
that he asks is, that he shall be released from the 
residue. If the evidence had been judicial to show 
the facts with sufficient certainty, the committee 
would have gone further, and have recommended || 
that the sum paid should be refunded; because, on | 
the face of the facts as stated, had they been ju- 
dicially authenticated to that extent, it would be 
a case of gross oppression. The bill, as it stands, 
as it is to relieve the party from further execu- 
tion, | trust will be pons by the Senate at once. 

There being no objection, the bill (H. R. No. 
724) for the relief of Sampson Stanfill, was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It pro- 
poses to release Sampson Stanfill, from all claim 
and demand of the United States, to the balance of | 
money now remaining due upon a conten, JG: 
ment, recovered against him, in favor of the 


nited 
States, before the circuit court of the United States, 
holden at Knoxville, which judgment was re- 
covered on a recognizance entered into by him, as 
surety for one Lewis G. Stanfill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. | 


PACIFIC RAILROAD REPORT. 


Mr. ANTHONY, from the Committee on | 
Printing, to whom was referred a motion to print 
extra copies of the eleventh volume of the Pacific 
railroad report, reported it without amendment; 
and it was agreed to, as folfows: 

Ordered, That the same number of the eleventh volume 
of the Pacific railroad report, containing the maps and 
charts of the surveys for a railroad from the Mississippi 
river to the Pacific ocean, as of the preceding volumes, be 
published for the use of the Senate. 

JOSEPH CLYMER. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I believe itis in order now to 
call up, for consideration, some resolutions that I 
introduced a few days since, referring 

Mr. SIMMONS. Will the Senator allow me 
to make a report? 

Mr. SLIDELL. Certainly. 

Mr. SIMMONS. The Committee on Claims, 
to whom was referred the opinion of the Court | 
of Claims on the, claim of Joseph Clymer, have | 
directed me to submit a report, accompanied b 
a bill, (S. No. 548,) for the relief of Joseph Cly- 
mer. ‘The bill is very short, and the committee 
were unanimous in recommending its passage. I 
should like to have it considered now. 

The bill (S. No. 548) for the relief of Joseph 
Clymer was read, and passed to a second reading. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no ob- 
jection, the Secretary will read the bill at length 
for the information of the Senate. 

The Secretary read the bill. 

Mr. HALE. Is there a report? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there objection || 
to the present consideration of the bill? 

Mr. HALE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SIMMONS. The committee were unani- 
mous upon it; and I hope the Senator will with- 
draw the objection. 


SECRETARY OF WAR. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I renew my motion to take | 

up the resolutions I offered a few days since, re- 

ferring the President’s message to the Committee | 
on the Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr.SLIDELL. [intended to include the mes- 
sage and the resolutions together; and I suppose | 
they may be considered together. iH} 
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The VICE PRESIDENT. Thatis the under- 
standing of the Chair. : 
The Secretary read the resolutions submitted 
by Mr. Siiwe tt, on the Q]st instant: 
Resolved, That in the opinion of the Senate, the reasons 


for not communicating to the Senate at an earlier day the 
fact of his having appointed, on the 3lstof December last, 


| Joseph Holt as acting Secretary of War, are not satisfac- 


tory. 
Resolved, That in, the opinion of the Senate, the grounds 
assumed by the Président in his aforesaid message in sup- 


| port of his views of the executive authority to make, during 


| 
| 
; 


| given by the President, in his message of the 16th instant, | 


the session of the Senate, an appointment of an acting Sec- | 


retary of War for a period not exceeding six months, lim- 
ited by his own discretion, are at variance, not only with 


| the letter and spirit of the Constitution, but with the true 
| intent and meaning of the act of L3th of February, 1795, to 
| which he has referred, and, if suffered to pass by without 
| express dissent, would establish a precedent alike danger- 
| Ous to the principles on which our system of Government 


was established, and in derogation of the constitutional 


| rights and privileges of the Senate. 


Mr. SLIDELL. I think it proper to say that 


| I do not present these resolutions in a factious 


spirit, but with very sincere regret to differ from 


| the President in his views of executive power. I 
|| have read his message with great attention, and | 


am compelled to say that it has failed to shake | 
in any degree the strong convictions I entertained | 


/on the subject when I offered the resolution to 


which it responds; nor after a careful examina- 
tion of the long list of appointments to which 
it refers as establishing an uninterrupted usage 
of sixty-five years, do I find one solitary case 
which can be quoted as a precedent for the ap- 
vointment of Mr. Holt as acting Secretary of 
Var, when the Senate was in session, oil the 


office vacant by the resignation of Mr. Floyd. | 


All the appointments—one hundred and seventy- 
six in number—having been (with the exception 
of Mr. Toucey as acting Secretary of the Treas- 
ury on 12th December last) made during the re- 
cess of the Senate, or when from illness, absence, 
or other cause—other than death or resignation— 
the duties of the office could not be discharged 
by the regularly appointed functionary. Ido not 
intend to argue the question now; but considering 
it one of very great interest, I only desire to place 
on record my dissent from the opinions of the 
President, and to bring the matter before the ap- 
propriate committee. I move that the message 
and resolutions be referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. BIGLER. I shall offer no further objec- 
tion to the reference of this subject to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. I only desire to say to 
the Senator from Louisiana that he must be per- 
fectly aware I made no objection in a spirit of in- 
justice or opposition to him; nor have I any de- 


| sire to avoid a full and thorough examination of 


the subject. That could not be done, if I desired 
it. But, sir, at the moment the Senator from 
Louisiana made the motion the other morning, it 


| occurred to me that it might be a very serious 
| matter. 


He seemed to be exceedingly confident 
that there was no authority, under the Constitu- 
tion, for what the President of the United States 
had done, and for that reason desired a reference 
of the message to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
The first impression on my mind was, that this 
might involve a very serious question and very 
serious consequences to our public affairs. For 
that reason, I suggested the propriety of allow- 
ing it to lie over, and for that reason only; and I 
therefore have no objection whatever, this morn- 


| ing, to the reference. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion of the 
Senator from Louisiana is, to refer the President’s 
message to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. SLIDELL. And the resolutions. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is moved and 


| seconded that the message of the President of the 
United States, and the resolutions submitted by | 


the Senator from Louisiana, be referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 
The motion was agreed to. 


UNITED STATES COURTS AT CAIRO. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. If there is no objection, I 


should like to have the Senate consider now the 


the United States, in the southern district of Illi- 
Committee on the Judiciary this morning. I pre- 
sume there will be no objection to it. 
but an instant. 


bill poo for a separate term of the courts of | 


|| nois, at Cairo, which has been reported from the | 


' 


as 
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488) authorizing the holding of circuit and dis- 
trict courts of the United States for the southern 
district of Tlinois at the city of Cairo, was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 
_ Mr. TRUMBULL. There are some details 
in that bill that 1 have not looked at; and I should 
like to have it lie over and not be passed this 
morning. 1 do not know that I have any objec- 
tion to it; but I should like to Jook into some of 
the details in regard to pending suits which I have 
not observed before. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. It can lie over for a day, 
until my colleague has an opportunity to exam- 
ine it. F 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 


passed over. 


COMMITTEE SERVICE. 


Mr. IVERSON. I rise, sir, for the purpose 
of asking to be discharged from any further ser- 
vice upon the Committee on Claims. I was dis- 


| charged some time since from service as chairman 


of that committee, but I understand that that did 


| not carry with it a discharge as a member of the 








It will take |; 
| 


No objection being made, the bill (H. R. No. | 


committee. Yesterday, there was some contro- 
versy and difficulty ‘hoe filling places on the 
committees, in consequence of Senators having 
retired from the Chamber. In order to obviate 
that difficulty in my own case, while [am a mem- 
ber of the Senate, I ask to be discharged from the 
committee, and that the Vice President fill the 
vacancy. The committee, I understand, have 
already elected a chairman, and the only thing 
necessary is simply to supply one committee-man 
in my place. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Georgia asks to be discharged from further ser- 
vice upon the Committee on Claims. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator moves 
also that the Presiding Officer fill the vacancy 
upon that committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 


8T. LOUIS ARSENAL. 
Mr. POLK. A few days ago when the morn- 


ing hour closed, the Senate had under considera- 
tion a bill for the sale and removal of the arsenal 
in the city of St. Louis. I desire that the Senate 
shall go on with that unfinished business during 
the residue of the morning hour. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator must 


| move to take it up; it fell. 


Mr. POLK. 
take it up. 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 


If it requires a motion, I move to 


| in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 


eration of the bill (H. R. No. 132) to remove the 
United States arsenal from the city of St. Louis, 
and to provide for the sale of the lands on which 
the same is located; the pending question being 
on the amendment of the Committee on Military 
Affairs and Militia, to add at the end of the first 
section the following: 


The proceeds of such sale to be applied to the erection 
at Jefferson barracks, in the State of Missouri, of suitable 
buildings for containing all the tools, implements, machine- 
ry, arms, and materials, now at said St. Louis arsenal. 


Mr. KING. [ask that the bill itself, with the 
amendments, be read. It passed unanimously 
through the Committee on Military Affairs of the 
Senate, with the amendments; and I think there 
will be no objection to it, if the whole case ap- 
pears to the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary will 
read the bill, with the amendments of the Senate 
Committee on Military Affairs and Militia. 

The bill and amendments were read. 

Mr. GRIMES. As I understand the bill now 
before the Senate, it provides that the whole of 
the land belonging to the United States, and used 
for the purpose of an arsenal at St. Louis, shall 
be divided up into lots and sold; and the eastern 
half—that which is nearest to the city of St. Louis, 
and the more valuable—is to be appropriated cx- 
clusively to the construction of a new arsenal, or 
the erection of new buildingsat Jefferson barracks. 

Mr. POLK. I will state to the Senator that he 
is just exactly mistaken. It is the western, un- 
occupied portion; and I will state to the Senator 
that on pany since he and myself had a con- 
versation on the subject, I am satisfied that the 
Erecanms of the unoccupied western half will not 
9€ More than is necessary for the purpose of mak- 
ing necessary repairs. If, however, the Senator 
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is disposed to put in an amendment to limit the 
amount to what is necessary, 1 have no objection 
to it at all. 

Mr. GRIMES. Why say that one half the 
value of this land shall be expended in the eree- 
tion of a building, when we do not know what 
the value of the land is? If it is necessary for 
us to have an arsenal or new buildings erected at 
the Jefferson barracks, let us appropriate the ne- 
cessary amountto doit. But this land, if I] know 
anything about its value, if I have a proper ap- 
preciation of it, is worth three times as much as 


4 


the amount that ought to be expended in the con- | 


struction of buildings at Jefferson barracks. 
Mr. POLK. ‘The Senator is mistaken in sup- 


osing that it requires the expenditure of one | 


ialf of the value. 
the bill. 
Mr. GRIMES. 
Mr. POLK. 
ern half first. 
the tract on which there are no improvements. 


One half the proceeds. 
It require 8 


That is not the provision of | 


the sale of the west- | 
The western half is that part of | 


The improved portion, and most valuable portion, | 


is on the eastern half, that lies next the river. 
The proceeds of that are not to be applied to 
building an arsenal at Jefferson barracks. 
Senator, therefore, is under a mistake tn that re- 
spect; but the object of the bill is, as I under- 
stand from the Committee on Military Affairs, to 
appropriate these proceeds to the building of an 
arsenal, so that there shall be a place to which 
the munitions and the materials and the ma- 
chinery that are now used at the St. Louis arse- 


The | 


nal, can be taken, and that they shall not be | 


moved until there is a place to take themto. If 
the Senator, however, wishes to limit the amount, 
an amendment to that effect will meet with no 


opposition, | suppose, on the part of any mem- | 


ber of the committee; certainly it will not on my 
part. 

Mr. GRIMES. We do not know haw much 
this western half, this unoccupied half of the land, 
may bring. 1 
$400,000. In this first section it is proposed that 
the whole of the value of that land, no matter how 
much it may bring, shall be expended in the erec- 
tion of butldings at Jefferson barracks. 

Mr. BOUGLAS. 1 will make a suggestion 
which I hope may obviate the difficulties on this 
point. 


$50,000, from the first proceeds, be appropriated 
tur the construction of an arsenal at Jefferson 
barracks. 

Mr. GRIMES. That will be all right. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I understand that will be 
acceptable to the Senators from Missouri. 

Mr. GREEN. Yes, sir. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bricur 
in the chair.) The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the committee. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the committee was in 
section two, after the word * authorized,”’ to in- 
sert, “as soon as the buildings above provided 
for shall be in readiness for that purpose;”’ and, 
after the word **machinery,”’ 
so as to make the second section read: 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That the Seerctary of War be, and hereby is, authorized, 
as soon as the buildings above provided for shall be in read- 
iness for that purpose, to cause the business heretofore car- 
ried on atsaid St. Louis arsenal, to be transterred to the mili- 
tary reservation known as Jefferson barracks, in the county 
of St. Louis, and State of Missouri, and also to cause all 
the tools, implements, machinery, arms, and materials now 
at said arsenal, to be removed to said reservation. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment of the committee was to 
insert as a new section: 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That as soon as pos- 
sible alter the removal of the arsenal from St. Louis to Jef- 


ferson barracks, the Secretary of War shall sell, in the 
manner directed in the first section of this act, all the res- 


idue of the grounds attached te the said St. Louis arsenal, | 
and the buildings thereupon; the proceeds of such sale | 


shall be paid into the United States Treasury. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate asamended, 
and the amendments were concurred in and or- 
dered to be engrossed, and the biN to be read a 
third time. It was read the third time, and passed. 


DANIEL DAVIS. 


Mr. KING. I move to take up House bill No. | 


507. 


It may bring $50,000; it may bring | 


My suggestion is to strike out all about 
one half of the proceeds, and say that the sum of 


to insert “‘arms;”’ || ; oe ae ; 
an estimate of $72,500, submitted by Sylvester 
|| Mowry, commissioner of the United States upon 





_ THE CONGRESSIONAL 


|; teamster. 


, tee believe that the evidence accompanying the 


| reporting a bill granting one hundred and sixty 


| by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announced that the | 


ordered, on the 22d instant, the printing of the | 


_ of the Treasury—ordered at twelve o’clock and 
| fourteen minutes. 





i} 


|| Lieutenant John C. Carter. 


| lution: 


Mr. HALE. What is it? 

Mr. KING. 
rant. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill (1. R. No. 507) authorizing the Secretary 
of the Interior to issue a land warrant to Daniel 
Davis. It proposes to direct the Secretary of the 
Interior to issue a land warrant for one hundred | 
and sixty acres to Daniel Davis, for his services | 
asa teamster in Wayne’s war in 1795. 

Mr. HALE. Is there a report on that case? 
It seems to be rather an old affair—sixty-six years | 
old. 

Mr. KING. I ask that the report be read. 

The Secretary read a report made in the House 
of Representatives by Mr. Wasusurn, of Wis- 
consin, from the Committee on Private Land 
Claims, from which it appeared that Daniel Davis 
was a teamster in Captain Farrow’s company of 
teamsters, under the command of Quartermaster | 
John Matthews. He entered the service of the | 
quartermaster on or about the 20th day of May, 
1795, for the term of three cuata aaienanen ae 
in the service for that period of time, when he | 
was honorable discharged by the quartermaster | 
at Greenville. While in the service he was en- 
gaged in hauling supplies from Fort Hamilton to 
Fort Greenville, which was then the headquarters 
of General Wayne. The discharge of Daniel | 
Davis is lost; but Sylvanus Olney and Lucena 
Mann testify under oath that they knew Davisat 
the time he was in the service. They had very | 
often seen him performing duty as a soldier and 
The witnesses are certified to be cred- | 
ible persons. The records containing the names 
of those who performed service during Wayne’s 
war are notoriously imperfect. But the commit- | 


memorial is amply sufficient to justify them in 


acres of land. 
The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered ‘to | 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 


House had passed a joint resolution (No. 48) in 
relation to mail service in Washington Territory ; 
in which the concurrence of the Senate was re- 

quested, | 


PRINTING OF DOCUMENTS. | 


The message further announced that the House 


following documents: 

A letter from the Treasury Department, trans- 
mitting a statement of the contingent fund of the 
Treasury for the year ending June 30, 1860— 
ordered at twelve o’clock and twelve minutes. 

A letter from the Treasury Department trans- 
mitting a list of the balances remaining unsettled 
for periods of one and three years upon the books 


A letter from the Interior Department, inclosing 


the California boundary survey, for the service of 
that work for the year ending June 30, 1862, and | 
recommending the appropriation of that amount 
of money—ordered at twelve o’clock and fifteen 
minutes. 

A message from the President of the United 
States, transmitting reports from the Chiriqui 
commissioners—ordered at four o’clock and six 
minutes. 

Joint resolutions of the Legislature of Dela- 
ware, approving the Crittenden resolutions— 
ordered at twelve o’clock and thirty minutes. 


BILLS BECOME LAWS. 


A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Grossprennen, his Secretary, 
announced that the President had approved and 
signed, this day, the following acts and joint reso- 





An act (S. No. 376) for the relief of Benjamin 
Alvord, paymaster United States Army; 

An act (S. No. 398) for the relief of Samuel R. 
Franklin; and 

A joint resolution (S. No. 15) for the relief of | 


———— $$ 


It is a bill to granta land war- || 


GLOBE. 


4] 


| 





January 23, 





PRIVATE BILL Day, 
Mr. BRAGG. I hf&ve been re 


s uested by a 
number of Senators to move that = y 


a day be set 


_ aside, according to the usage of the Senate here- 


_ tofore, for the purpose of taking up private 





; ; bills. 
In accordance with the suggestion maile to me. 
; ’ 


move that next Friday, after one o’clock, be 
aside for that purpose. 
The motion was agreed to. 


CHARLES M’CORMICK. 


Mr.LANE. I have been directed by the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs and Militia, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 38) for the relief of 
Charles McCormick, assistant surgeon in the 
United States Army, to report it back without 
amendment, and request that it be put on its pas- 
sage now. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
hears no objection to the consideration of the bill, 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill, which proposes to 
direct the Secretary of War to allow and pay to 
Charles McCormick, assistant surgeon inthe 
United States Army, an allowance of $2,500, to 
be in full compensation for all extra services ren- 
dered, expenses incurred, and losses sustained by 


Set 


| him in consequence of being called on to execute 
| the law of March 2, 1847, and for the perform- 


ance of extra duty at New Orleans, Louisiana, in 


the years 1847, 1848, and 1849. 
r. COLLAMER. Is there a report in that 
case? If there is, let it be read. 


Mr. LANE. There is a report. 

The Secretary read the report of the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs and Militia. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bricut 
in the chair.) The hour for the special order has 
arrived, and it must be taken up, unless the Sen- 
ate direct otherwise. 

Mr. LANE. I will not ask that the special 
order be suspended at all; but this bill may lie 
over. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Thereare two 
special orders. The first is Senate bill No. 230— 
a bill declaratory of the acts for carrying into 
effect the ninth article of the treaty between the 
United States and Spain. 

Mr. CAMERON. I thought the first order for 
to-day was House bill No. 338. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The second 
special order appointed for to-day is House bill 
No. 338, entitled ** An act to provide for the pay- 
ment of outstanding Treasury notes, to authorize 
a loan, to regulate and fix the duties on imports, 
and for other purposes.”’ 

Mr. HUNTER. Are not the resolutions of 
the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Pate 
the unfinished business on which we adjourne 
yesterday evening? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bricurt.) 
They are the unfinished business. 

Mr. HUNTER. Then, ofcourse, they come 
up first. ' 

Mr. POLK. I will state to tle Chair that that 
is not only so, but the Senator from Ohio [Mr. 
Wape] was on the floor in the midst of a speech 
at the moment the adjournment was moved. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair was 
going on to remark that the unfinished business 
of yesterday was the joint resolution of the Sen- 
ator from Kentecas and on that question the 
Chair is advised that the Senator from Ohio is 
entitled to the floor. 

Mr. CAMERON. Will the President allow 
me to ask, what is the state of the House bill to 
which I have alluded; and if it be passed over 
now, when will it come up? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. When taken 
up, it will be before the Senate as in Committee 
of the Whole, and open to amendment. 

Mr. CAMERON. I propose to fix some day 
for it. 

Mr. SEWARD. Let the Senator from Ohio 
go on now, and that can be fixed afterwards. 

Mr. CAMERON. Very well. 

Mr. WADE. [f the Senate is inclined to take 
up the bill referred to by the Senator from Penn- 
sylvania—which I deem one of the most import- 
ant that is before us—I will yield the floor for 
that purpose, trusting to luck to getit some other 
time. 


“ 
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—————————— 


Mr. CAMERON. 


deal. : 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. C ‘ 

Mr. CAMERON. I hope .the Senator from 
Kentucky will not object. His resolutions have 
taken precedence of everything else; but this bill 
is very important to the country just now. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I wish to say one word 
on this subject. If I remember aright, the bill 
about which the Senator 


the 4th of March next, and was laid upon the 
table with the understanding that at some early 
day, when the Senate was full, it should be taken 
up and a day fixed for its consideration. Now, 
I suppose the first vote to be taken must be taken 


March. Itis with reference to that that we want 
a vote. Does the Senator from Pennsylvania 


want that vote to-day? 

Mr. CAMERON. 1 do not think that is the 
state of the question. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
the situation of the bill is. 

Mr. CAMERON. There was a report of the 
Committee on Finance, as the Senator from Maine 
states, on which there was no action; but during 


I cannot consent to it. | 


from Pennsylvania | 
speaks came from the Committee on Finance, || 
with a recommendation that it be postponed until | 


— the question of postponement to the 4th of | 


I want to know what || 


the last week, I moved that this oF should be set | 


aside for the consideration of this 


rill, and that it | 


should be the first special order for this day, and | 
that was agreed to by a large vote of the Senate. 


I take it, therefore, the bill is now before the 
Senate. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I will suggest to the Senator 
from Pennsylvania that his measure is not now 
before the Senate. The first special order is the 
resolutions of the Senator from Kentucky; the 
next is on another subject. When the Senator 
from Ohio gets through his remarks, if nobody else 


follows him, it will be in order for the Senator to | 


make his motion; but while these resolutions are | 


pending, it is certainly notin ordcr, unless by the 


unanimous consent of the Senate; and I see that | 
. ° . | 
several gentiemen intend to insist on other bills, 


particularly the Pacific railroad bill; they are now || 


ready to object. 
Mr. BIGLER. 


colleague, I will suggest to him, in order to get 


With the permission of my | 


out of this difficulty, to name a subsequent day, 


say Friday or Saturday, for the consideration of 
this question. 


bills. 

Mr. BIGLER. Let us say to-morrow. 

Mr. CAMERON. 
a bit better off by fixing it for to-morrow or any 
otherday, than lam now. The Senator from Ohio 
has agreed to waive his right to the floor. 

Mr. GRIMES. I move to postpone all other 
special orders, in order to take up this bill. 

Mr. CAMERON. Very well. If that is ne- 
cessary to accomplish my object I will do so; 
although I do not think it is. 

Mr. GRIMES. That will accomplish it. 


Mr. CAMERON. ThenI move that all other || 


|| nance. It was reported back with the recommend- 


orders be postponed for the purpose of taking up 
House bill No. 338. 

Mr. BIGLER. On that proposition [ desire to 
say a word. I represent a State that is deeply 
interested in this question of the tariff. Iam com- 
mitted to this policy; indeed, I am instructed by 
my Legislature, and I am anxious for the aa 
erationof the bill. ButI have repeatedly expressed 


I do not see that I shall be | 


Mr. POLK. Friday is already given to private | 


my great desire for action on the resolutions of the | 


Senator from Kentucky, as being more important 
than anything else; and my colleague will put me 
in the position of voting in favor of the postpone- 
ment of the resolutions of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, or voting to defer the consideration of the 
tariff. I believe we shall have ample time to con- 
sider the tariff bill fully and thoroughly after we 
have voted on these resolutions, and I shall there- 
fore vote against the motion to postpone. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. 


the report of the committee ars that | 


bill was. I want to know whether 
wrong about it. 
Mr.GWIN. The Senator is right about it. 
‘The PRESIDINGOFFICER. ‘The Secretary 
will read the order that is indorsed on the report. 
The Secretary read, as follows: 


December 20, 1860. Reported without amendment, and 


am right or 


Iam much obliged to the | with a recommendation that it be postponed to the 4th day 


Senator from Ohio, and would preter that a great | January 18, 1861. Resumed and postponed to, and made | 


of March next. 
| the special order for Wednesday, the 23d instant, at one 
o’clock. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. WhatI wish to inquire 
| is, whether that overrides the report of the com- 
| mittee, If it does, it is all very well. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The special 
order now before the Senate is the joint resolutions 
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| offered by the Senator from Kentucky, being the | 


unfinished business of yesterday. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. 


this bill was. A motion has been made to post- 
pone ail prior orders, and take up this bill; and I 
wish to inquire whether the action of the Senate 
already upon that bill, supersedes the report of 
| the Committee on Finance,so that when the proper 
time arrives, the bill itself is before the Senate, 
free from the recommendation of the committee. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 


| understands that the order made on the 18th, 


is here a special order, if there were no other bus- 
iness interfering with it. ‘The question is on the 
motion of the Senator from Pennsylvania, to post- 


tucky, for the purpose of taking up House bill 
No. 338. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I hope that will not be 
done. The gentleman from Pennsylvania has 
perhaps given very good reasons why his bill 
ought be taken up and considered, but he has 
| given no reason why these resolutions ought to 
be postponed. I think he can hardly contend 
that the subject to which the bill relates 1s of more 


| late. There is no reason, and there can be none, 
I think, why these resolutions ought to be post- 
poned for any business before the Senate. He 
proposes the tariff. Well, sir, itis a melancholy 
question to ask, but we are compelled to ask it: 
to what part of the United States would this tariff 
apply; what ports and what harbors? 
important questions, sir. Letus, therefore, settle 
and determine the questions that relate to the 
Union, and its stability, and then adopt a policy 
on the tariff. 1 hope the resolutions will not be 
postponed. 
Mr. HALE. 
to ask a question of the Committee on Finance. 
I believe the Senator from Virginia has withdrawn 
from it; and I should like to have an answer from 
the Senator from Maine, if Ican getit. There 
was some discussion upon this bill when it was 
up at the last session; but | wish to ask whether 


in detail by the Committee on Finance of this 
body? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I can only say, in reply 
| about it. I have never been able to give it any 
examination whatever; and indeed, .l may say 
that there has been nocxamination whatever given 
to the details of the bill in the Committee on Fi- 


ation of the committee that it should be post- 
poned until the 4th of March; and thisis the way 
it stands before the Senate. How much signifi- 
eance that has, one way or the other, I do not 
know. 

Mr. HALE. Then I want to say a single word 
right here. Lamas willing, as everybody knows, 
to follow leaders as any man in this body; and I 
am as desirous fora tariff as anybody; but I be- 


ests of the people whom I represent; and I am 
had the intelligent examination of a committee of 
comes up, party or no party. 


Mr. BIGLER. My colleague seems desirous 
of keeping the position of this bili; and I am quite 





That Y understand; but | 
I was ingutring what the effect of that reference of | 


3efore the motion is put, | want | 


this tariff bill from the House was ever examined | 


to the Senator, if it has been, 1 know nothing | 


not willing to vote upon it in the dark, until it has | 


this body; and that will govern my vote when it | 


which makes the bill the special order for this | 
morning, continues the bill before the Senate. It | 


pone the joint resolutions of the Senator from Ken- | 


importance than that to which the resolutions re- | 


These are | 


‘| vestigation of the bill. 


od 


e 


nance. I believed it to be properly sent there, 

because it had never been examined; and my wish 

and — were that when it went to that commit- 

tee it should be thoroughly examined, so that if 
we were disposed to pass it, we should pass it 

understandingly and with proper amendments. 
I have no doabt it requires some amendment. 

But the majority of that committee thought proper 

to bring it back to the Senate with a recom- 

mendation equivalent to its rejection entirely. 

Now, sir, my opinion is, that before this body 
acts upon it, it ought to go through the hands 
of a committee and be examined. My opinion 

further is, that when it is taken up in this body, 
if the recommendation of the Committee 6n 
Finance to postpone it to the 4th of March is 
rejected, it should then go baek to the committce 
| for examination and be reported atan carly day. 
| That is my notion about it, although I will not 
ress it against the wishes of the Senators from 
Denes lvania. If they are disposed to take it 
up oak. examine it here, and run the risk of its 
passage without such a previous examination, 
and a thorough one, I am perfectly willing that 
| that should be done; but I do think that it ought 
| to be taken up immediately, and I am surprised 
| that it has not been called up before. I did not 
consider it my business to do it. I hope it will 
be taken up immediately, and, if this reeommend- 
ation of the Committee on Finance is rejected, a 
day fixed when it shall be acted upon, and that 
| adhered to. 

Mr. CAMERON. What has been said by the 
Senator from Maine makes it my duty to say some- 
thing about the course of the Committee on Fi- 
nance in reference to this bill. It will be remem- 
bered that this bill passed the House early in the 
last session; and when it came here, it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance, Perhaps | 
| cannot with propriety speak of the proceedings 
| of the committee; but on every day that I had an 
opportunity, L urged upon the committee the in 
The whole session was 
wasted, and the bill was not examined. Again it 
was referred to the Committee on Finance by the 
Senator from Maine, when I brought the bill up 
this session. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Oh, no. 

Mr. CAMERON. Yes, sir; on your vote. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. No, sir; the Senator is 
entirely mistaken. The report will show it. 

Mr. CAMERON. Very well; I will not con- 
tradict the Senator. He ought to know better 
than I do. But it was referred again to the com- 
mittee, and there was no action had upon it, until 
/at last a resolution was adopted there, which is 
tantamount to its destruction, recommending that 
it lic over until the 4th ef March. Now, | am 
tired of that. If gentlemen on this side, who are 
in favor of protection or some alteration in the 
tariff, will vote with us for this bill, we shall get 
what we desire; but we shall never obtain it if 
this thing is to continue all the session, of post 
poning for some frivolous reason or other, or re- 





|| ferring the bill back to a committee who will not 


investigate it. There is not a member of that 
committee who will look at it, except the Sena 
tor from Maine. What have we to gain by their 
looking at it?) The truth is, such motions are 
enly intended to destroy the bill. Now, I am 
perfectly willing when this bill shall come up that 
a day certain shall be fixed to dispose of it; but 
I have no desire to trust it again to that commit- 
tee for an examination. 





lieve this tariff affects very essentially the inter- | 


|| disposed to allow him to have his way about it. | 
I wish to inquire what | 


My own judgment is that it is not politic to press | 


this measure this morning; but I believe I shall 
vote with him to take the bill up, expecting that 
| after some discussion we shall fix a day for its 
final disposition. Ido not expect it to be dis- 
osed of to-day. 

Mr. FESSENDEN.. Mr. President, I wish to 
have the position of this matter fully understood. 
This bill was first sent to the Committee on Fi- 


Mr.GWIN. [hope this bill will not come up 
to-day for consideration. It is well known to the 
members of the Committee on Finance—I sup- 

ose there is no objection to referring to the opin- 
ions of the members of the committee—that a 
majority of the committee were opposed to this 
bill; and that a report was made more than a 
month ago, with the object of ascertaining whether 
| the majority of the Senate would consider this 
| question during the present session. 

As the Senator from Maine said, I expected it 
to come up long ago; but, being opposed to the 
bill, | was of the opinion that those members of 
| the Senate who were in favor of it, were waiting 
for the happening of certain events which hav 
happened here, by which a large vote against the 
bill has been thrown out, giving them a better 
prospect of passing it. Now, a word as to the 
delay. If the bill had been taken up one month 
ago, | have no doubt it would have been post- 
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poned to the 4th of March. If itnow comes up, 
and that postponement is decided against, the | 
Senator from Maine certainly has indicated the | 
sroper course, for the bill has not been examined. | 
t was not examined by the Committee on Fi- || 
nance, because they believed a majority of the 
Senate were opposed to the bill, and we wanted 
a test vote. Why go into the labor of preparing || 
amendments to this bill, or examining it at all, if || 
a majority of the Senate were against it? If it had 
been voted on one month ago, it would have been | 
seen that such was the fact; but the vote was | 
postponed for the purpose of having a full Senate | 
to ascertain whether the subject should be con- | 
sidered at all. That motion has been postponed 
for upwards of a month; and, in the mean time, 
six or eight Senators, who are opposed to the 
bill, have retired from the Senate. Now, the first 
question is: shall the bill be considered during | 
this session, or postponed to the 4th of March, 
which is equivalent to its rejection. After thatis 
decided, if the Senate will entertain the bill, it 
ought certainly to be examined by some commit- 
tee; for it is, in my judgment, one of the crudest 
bills that ever was presented to the Senate of the | 
United States, although it is on one of the must 
important subjects. Therefore, I hope it will not 
be taken up now. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. The statement cf the Sena- 
tor from Maine, that this bill has not been ex- 
amined in detail by the Committee on Finance, I 
think, demonstrates the necessity of a recommittal 
of the bill for the purpose of its undergoing such 
an investigation. It is very clear that of all the | 
measures upon which we have to act, a tariff bill 
is the one that should be examined in its details 
critically by a committee, who are presumed to 
understand the subject, and have been appointed 
for that purpose. Now, since the events of the 
last few weeks, there has been, or isto be, achange | 
in the position of the Committee on Finance. The | 
chairman of that committee, [Mr. Hunrer,]} who | 
has served the Senate and the country in that 
osition with so much ability for many years, 
a deemed it his duty to retire; and I understand | 
that he places his withdrawal from the committee 
on the ground that he no longer represents a ma- 
jority of the body. These events, changing the 


| 





character of the Senate, transfer the power in this || 
body from this side of the Chamber to the other || 
side. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. Oh, no; we have not 
got it. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. Well, you have got it so | 
nearly that two or three days will give it to you 
conclusively;and the resignation of the chairman 
of the Committee on Finance is predicated, as | | 
understand, on that fact. From this time out, 
the other side of the Chamber have the respons- | 
ibility of the action of this body, and are entitled | 
to their representation in the committees. It | 
strikes me, therefore, that the first course is for | 
them to proceed to the election of a chairman of | 
the Committee on Finance who represents their | 
views, and to fill the other vacancies, so that that | 
important committee will reflect the policy of a | 
majority of the Senate, and then recommit this | 
bill to the committee as thus organized; and when 
they make a report upon it, we shall be ready to | 
act upon it. I think that is the true mode of | 
proceeding. It does not follow that after the | 
Senate shall have appointed a new chairman of | 
the Committee on Finance, and filled the vacan- || 
cies on that committee, there will be the same | 
report on this bill; there may bea different report 
from that made by the committee who recom- 
mended its postponement to the 4th of March. It | 
does follow that this bill ought not to be passed | 
until it has been examined by a committee in de- 
tail. We must, therefore, either recommit it to 
the Committee on Finance, or create a special 
committee to make the necessary investigation, | 
before we act upon it. Inasmuch as the objec- | 
tion in the way of an investigation by the Com- 
mittee on Finance has been removed by the resig- | 
nations on that committee, all you have to do is | 
to proceed to elect a chairman of that committee, | 
and fill up your vacancies in a manner that will 
| 
| 








| 
| 


be satisfactory to a majority of the Senate, and 
then recommit the bill, and we a report on its 
details; and then I shall be ready to vote upon 
the measure. 
Mr. WILSON. It seems to me, sir, that we || 
have no time to lose, if it be the purpose of the || 


| willing that the Republican party should be held 


Senate to consider this bill at the present session. 
This bill was got up in the House of Representa- 
tives with a great deal of labor and investigation. 


| I doubt whether any bill connected with the tariff, 


or any other question, has passed the House of 


| Representatives for years, to which so much time 


and labor have been devoted. It comes here. I 
do not think it perfect. Itproposesgreat changes. 
I think the Senate ought to take time to examine 
it, and examine it with care. Therefore, we 


| should act upon it to-day; and if it is to go back 


to the Committee on Finance, let us send it back 
at once, and give that committee time to act upon 
it. But there are, I understand, now before that 
committee several appropriation bills from the 
House of Representatives for their consideration; 
and I do not know whether they will have time 
enough to devote to this bill that attention which 
ought to be devoted to it for the next few days. 
If they cannot do it, I think the Senate should 
appoint a special committee, and send this bill to 
that special committee, and let them devote the 
days and nights to its consideration, for it is a 
question of great importance to the country. 

Sir, there has been a pressure here for nearly 
four years to modify the revenue laws of this 
country. The President has repeatedly recom- 
mended these changes; the late Secretary of the 
Treasury resisted them. The chairman of the 
Committee on Finance has resisted a modification 
of the revenue laws. Now, all the reliances that 
have been put by the Senate and the countr 
upon the estimates of these officers have failed. 
We have been incurring debts; we have borrowed 
vast sums of money; and we are now told that 
we want $20,000,000 more to carry us through, I 
think, to the close of the fiscal year. The time 
has come for action; and this Congress should 
not adjourn without passing a well-devised reve- 
nue law for the country. We have no time to 
lose. We should take up the bill, I think, and 
act upon it to-day, and send it to the Committee 
on Finance to be thoroughly examined; or, what 
peeve may be better, if that committee be over- 
surdened with labor, as they may be, with the 
numerous appropriation bills from the House of 
Representatives, to a special committee, that can 
give their days to the consideration of the details 
of a measure so important to the country. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I desire simply to correct 


| amisapprehension which | have noticed in the 
| newspapers, and have heard in the Senate this 


morning, in regard to the political condition of 
parties in this body. I am — willing to take 
my share of responsibility, but I am very un- 


responsible for what passes this Senate, or for the 
non-action of the Senate, in regard to important 
matters, when they have no power whatever here. 
We have been told this morning that we should 
elect achairman of the Finance Committee. Why, 
sir, there isa majority of six against us here in the 
Senate. There are fifty-eight persons here, bolding 
seats, and there are but twenty-six Republicans. 
There are thirty-two against us. We can carry 
no measure; we can elect no man upon any com- 
mittee. I should be very glad to find that Sena- 
tors upon the other side, satisfied of the errors of 
their ways, were joining with us and giving usa 
majority; and then I should be willing to share 
my proportion of the responsibility; and I think 
we should see a different class of legislation from 
what has been witnessed in the Senate for some 
time past, if we had that majority. 

I rose simply to correct that misapprehension, 
so that the country should not suppose that the 
responsibility for non-action, or action either, 
was upon the Republican organization in this 
body. Ithas been repeated often; it has been said 
that we could settle everything in the country; 
but we have no power to pass anything. There 
is a working majority against us upon every ques- 
tion. 

Mr. BIGLER. Idonot know, Mr. President, 
that I have ever witnessed an instance in which 
an effort was made to pass a bill by one body be- 
cause it had passed another, and in the precise 
terms in which it had been passed by the other, 
that did not lead to delay and danger. I have all 
the while been of the opinion that, however thor- 
oughly this proposition may have been examined 
in the House of Representatives, Senators would 
feel that it was due to the magnitude of the sub- 
ject and the obligations that rest upon thom, that 
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they should examine it, or some committee for 
them, in order that when it came up he 
disposition, some Senator, or some 
Senators, should be able to meet e 
presented in reference to it, not 
general theory upon which it is 
practical operation; and I therefore concur mainl 
in what the Senator from Massachusetts has ah 
that now we had better take up this bill and com. 
mit it toacommittee. Ido not mean acommittee 
against it,as would be the Committee on Finance 
as heretofore constituted, but a committee of those 
who are willing to strike the proper medium on 
this question, and to act promptly. I think that 
can be more safely done by a select committee of 
three or five Senators; and if the Senator from 
Rhode Island, [Mr. Simmons,] who is evidently 
more familiar with this subject, who, from his long 
experience and practical connection with the whole 
question, better understands it than any other 
member of this body, will indicate his willingness 
tocommit this bill to a select committee, with the 
understanding that it shall act promptly and thor- 
oughly, 1 shall vote for that; believing that in 
doing so I act the part of a true friend of that just 
policy which my constituents desire. 


re for final 

two or three 
very question 
only as to the 
based, but its 


Mr. SIMMONS. Iam not one of those who 


choose to commit themselves to anything to get 
a question up. It is my intention, if we can get 
this question up, to make a motion; but until it 
comes up, I do not suppose it is necessary to in- 
dicate ais the motion will be. 


Mr. BIGLER. Thatisenough. Let us take 


it op and then let the Senator make his motion. 
r 


HUNTER. I will only say, in regard to 


the action of the Committee on Finance upon 


this bill while I was a member of that commit- 


tee, that it will be found that it was sent to that 
committee on the llth and returned on the 20th 
of December, being in the possession of the com- 


mittee only nine days, and it was returned be- 
cause a majority believed that we could not at 
this session pass any proper revenue measure. 
For one, I did not believe that the other system 
had had a fair trial. We were getting a larger 
revenue than we had done for many years, up to 
the period of these political troubles, and I have 
no idea that any tariff that you can pass will pro- 
duce revenue enough until they can be settled or 
pass away in some mode. 1 did not believe, for 
one, therefore, that this was the proper time to 
act upon it, and that was reason enough for me, 
without a particular examination of the bill, to 
vote for its postponement until the 4th of March. 
So far as the bill is concerned, I myself did ex- 
amine it last session, and I do not believe itaffords 
foundation even for a proper revenue measure; 
but | know that there is a majority in the Senate 
of a different opinion. I dare say a special com- 
mittee may be a very good one to consider it. 
Perhaps that is the proper direction, and | shall 
not resist it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bricur.) 
The question is on postponing the unfinished 
business of yesterday, for the purpose of taking 
up House bill No. 338. 

Mr. BIGLER. Perhaps we can take up this 
bill now by common consent. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I would rather go on with 
the resolutions.. 

Mr. BIGLER. Very well; let the question be 

ut. 
: Mr. CLINGMAN called for the yeas and 
nays; and they were ordered. 

r. CRITTENDEN. I desire to have the 

uestion very distinctly on the postponement of 
the resolutions. The motion is, I believe, to post- 
pone all the pens orders of the day, to take 
up this bill. Cannot I ask to divide the question, 
and have it first on the postponement? : 

The PRESIDING O FICER. The question 
is susceptible of division, and the first vote then 
will be on postponing the special order. That 
leaves it in the power of the Senate to take up any 
other business. recs 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Cannot I divide the spe- 
cial orders to be postponed? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
states that the question will be divided in that 


form. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. 1 want the question on 
my resolutions, if I can have it. ‘ 
he PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
states that he will put the question in that form, 
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first on postponing the special order, being 
resolutions of the 


the ) 
Senator from Kentucky; and | 


then the question will come up as to what shall || 


» the business before the Senate. 
: Mr. BIGLER. Iam aware of that; but I de- 
sire to say that, notwithstanding the division, I 
yote to postpone the resolutions, with the under- 
standing and expectation that the tariff bill will be 
immediately taken up and committed, and then 
the consideration of the resolutions resumed. I 
do not consent to occupy the attitude of interfer- 
ine with the consideration of the resolutions. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Kentucky calls for a division of the ques- 
tion. He is entitled to it, and the Chair will con- 
sider the yeas and naysas ordered upon the post- 
ponement of the special order, leaving it open then 
to take up any other business. The Secretary 
will call the roll on postponing the special order. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 27, nays 21; as follows: 


VYEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Baker, Bigler, Bingham, Cam- 
eron, Chandler, Clark, Collamer, Dixon, Doolittle, Durkee, 
Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Hale, King, Morrill, 
Seward, Simmons, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Thomson, Trum- 
bull, Wade, Wilkinson, and Wilson—27. 

NAYS—Messtrs. Bayard, Benjamin, Bragg, Bright, Cling- 
man, Crittenden, Fitch, Hemphill, Hunter, Iverggn, John- 


son of Arkansas, Johnson of Tennessee, Kennedy, Latham, | 


Mazon, Nicholson, Pearce, Polk, Powell, Rice, and Sebas- 
tian—21. 

So the motion to postpone was agreed to. 

Mr. HALE. Now the question is on taking 
up the tariff bill. 

FLORIDA CLAIMS. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The first spe- 
cial order now is the bill S. No. 230, declaratory 
of the acts for carrying into effect the ninth ar- 
ticle of the treaty between the United States and 
Spain. 


Mr. FOOT. I move to postpone the consider- 


ation of that bill to Monday week next, the 4th | 


of February, and make it the special order for 
that day, at one o’clock. ° 
The motion was agreed to. 


THE TARIFF BILL. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The next bill 
in order is House bill No. 388, entitled ** An act 


ury notes, to authorize a loan, to regulate and fix 
the duties on imports, and for other purposes.”’ 


The Chair understands that there is an amend- | 





ment pending, which was offered by the Senator | 


from Oregon, [Mr. Lane.] 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Is not the question on the | 


postponement? 


Mr. GWIN. I hope the Senator from Rhode 


Island will make the motion for a select commit- | 


tee. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I want to get at the precise 
state of the bill. Some of my friends say that 
the proper vote now is against postponing it to 
the 4th of March. 

Mr. HUNTER. 
motion is pending. The committee recommended 
it, but there was no motion made in pursuance of 
that recommendation. There is nothing in the 
way of amotion to commit, ifthe Senator moves it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There has been 


nance; but since that report was made, the bill 
has been taken up and made a special order, and 
it is now before the Senate, as in Committee of 


the Whole, and may be referred either to a stand- | 


ing or to a select committce. 
Mr. SIMMONS. I suggest, and will make 
the motion, if the Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. 


Cameron] is willing, that the bill be referred to | 


a select committee consisting of five Senators, and 
that _ report on Tuesday next, or as early as 
practicable. 

Mr.GWIN. Ifthe Senator from Rhode Island 
wishes a select committee to examine this ques- 
tion, he had better give them until this day week. 
It is an important question. 

Mr. SIMMONS. IL am content. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Itis moved to 


— the bill to a select committee of five mem- 
ers. 


The motion was agreed to. 
Mr.GWIN. 1 move that the committee be 
appointed by the Vice President. 


The motion was agreed to by unanimous con- 
sent. 


Mr. BIGLER. I now move that the Senate \| remark to the Senator that the motion is not |; 


I do not understand that that | 











resume the consideration of the resolutions of the 
Senator from Kentucky. 

Mr. GWIN. One word. It was proposed to 
instruct the committee to report the tariff bill 
within a week. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from California move that? 

Mr. GWIN. That is the motion of the Sen- 
ator from Rhode Island. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I thought that was included 
in the motion to refer. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


, It is a sepa- 
rate motion. 


It is moved that the select commit- 


| tee be instructed to report back the bill on this 


day week. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I wish to amend that mo- 
tion by adding, *‘ and that it be made the special 
order for that day at one o’clock.”’ [* Oh, no.’’] 

Mr. GWIN. It ought to be printed first, so 
that we may examine it. 

_ Mr. COLLAMER. Very well. I shall not 
insist On My Suggesuon, 

Mr. CAMERON. I renew the motion of the 
Senator from Vermont. 

Mr. BIGLER. That cannot be done. 

Mr.GWIN. When the bill is reported, it must 


|| be printed as amended; and we ought to have the 
printed bill before us before taking it up for action. | 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


The question 


is On instructing the committee to report the bill | 


back this day week. 
ry ° 
The motion was agreed to. 


SLAVERY QUESTION. 
Mr. BIGLER. Now, I move to take up the 


resolutions of thé Senator from Kentucky. 

Mr. WILSON. Will the Senator give way to 
allow me to make a motion? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
hear the Senator from Massachusetts. 

Mr. WILSON. I wanted to make a motion to 
fix some day for the consideration of the Pacific 
railroad bill, which has been thrown over. 

Mr. BIGLER. I cannot yield for a motion so 
important as that. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 


|| is on the motion of the Senator from Pennsylva- 
to provide for the payment of outstanding Treas- | 


nia. 

Mr. GWIN. I am going to make a point on 
this very motion of the Senator from Pennsylva- 
nia. The question before the Senate is, what shall 
come up? If the resolutions of the Senator from 
Kentucky do not come up, the Pacific railroad bill 


| comes up, as a matter of course, as the unfinished 





business; does it not? 

Mr. WILSON. I think the Pacific railroad bill 
has lost its place. 

Mr. BIGLER. 
resume the consideration of the resolutions of the 
Senator from Kentucky. 

Mr. GWIN. I am going to give a reason why 


| | shall vote against the motion. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
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;amendable. If it is voted down, the Senator’s 


| 
\ 
} 











e . | 
I have submitted a motion to | 


is on the motion of the Senator from Pennsylva- | 


offered by the Senator from Kentucky. 
Mr. GWIN. Can I make a motion to amend 


| that? 
no action on the report of the Committee on Fi- | 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
hear the proposition of the Senator. 

Mr. GWIN. 
railroad bill and have it considered and acted on 
finally. There are no speeches to be made on that, 
to go to the country or elsewhere. We are going 
to consider the details of it; and I think if we 
take it up we can soon get through with it. 


| mails, troops, munitions of war, anc 


motion will be in order. 
Mr. WILSON and Mr. GWIWN called for the 
yeas and nays; and they were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 24, nays 27; as follows: 
YEAS — Messrs. Bayard, Benjamin, Bigler, Braga, 
Bright, Clingman, Crittenden, Douglas, Fitch, Hemphill, 
Hunter, Iverson, Johnson of Tenne asee, Kennedy, 


Mason, Nicholson, Pearce, Polk, Powell, Rice, 
Thomson, and Wigfall—a4, 


NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Baker, Bingham. Cameron, 
Chaudler, Clark, Collamer, Doolitte Durkee, Fessenden 
Foot, Foster, Grimes, Gwin, Hale, Harlan, King, Latham, 
Morrill, Seward, Simmons, Sumner, Ten Eyck Trumball, 
Wade, Wilkinson, and Wilson—27. ’ 


So the motion was not agreed to. 
RAILROAD TO THE PACIFIC, 

On motion of Mr. GWIN, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, resumed the consider- 
ation of the bill (H. R. No. 701) to secure con- 
tracts, and make provision for the safe, certain, 
and more speedy transportation, by railroad, of 


military and 
naval stores, between the Atlantic States and those 
of the Pacific, and for other purposes; the pend- 


Lane, 
Sebastian, 


| ing —— being on the amendment offered by 


Mr. Lane. 

Mr. GWIN. There are some amendments to 
the bill, which are rendered necessary in order to 
conform to the amendment which was adopted on 
the motion of the Senator from North Carolina, 
{Mr. Brace.] I have indicated to the Secretary 
of the Senate what those amendments are. If the 
Secretary will read those amendments, the Sena- 
tor from North Carolina will see the appropriate- 
ness of passing them. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


T : 
The pending 


| amendment is the one offered by the Senator from 


| Oregon. 


Will the Senate have it read? 

Mr. GWIN. I hope the Senator from Oregon 
will permit me to perfect the bill in the manner I 
have indicated, in order to make the bill conform 
to theamendments that have already been adopted 
by the Senate, before the vote is taken on his 
amendment. According to the amendment, the 
acts of incorporation by the States and Territo- 


| ries are to be reported back to Congress for action, 


and a provision of the bill says that the road must 
be commenced in twelve months from the passage 
of the act, which is impossible. 

Mr. LANE. I have no objection to the time 
being extended, and I will waive my amendment 
for the present for that purpose. 

Mr.GWIN. There is no objection, I suppose, 
to the amendment that I propose. I hope the 
Secretary will read it. 

The Secretary read it. Inline five of section five 
of the bill to strike out the words “ approval of 


| the act by the President,”’ and to insert the words 


‘*time at which the acts of incorporation shall 


| have been approved, according to the first section 


\| of this act;’’ and in the tenth line to strike out the 


words ‘* passage and approval of this act,’’ and 


| insert the words, ** time at which the acts of in- 


| corporation shall have been approved, according 
nia to take up for consideration the resolutions || 


to the first section of this act;’’ so that the section 


|| will read: 


I want to take up the Pacific | 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Will the Senator from || 


California allow me to inquire what is the busi- 


| ness before the Senate? 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion of | 


the Senator from Pennsylvania. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. But what would be the | 
business regularly in order if that motion was not || 


made? 


special order now. The Pacific railroad bill, as 


the Chair understands, has lost its position as a | 


| special order. The question now is on the motion 


of the Senator from Pennsylvania to take up the 
resolutions offered by the Senator from Kentucky. 
Mr. GWIN. I move to amend the motion by 


| substituting the Pacific railroad bill. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 


Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That if the corpora 
tion or corporations proceeding under the provisions of this 
act in the construction of said road shall fail to commence 
the work upon said road within one year from the time at 
which the acts of incorporation shall bave been approved, 
according to the first section of this act, or fail to complete 
one hundred (100) miles per year after the first year. or 
shall fail to complete the whole of said line and turnish the 
railroad transportation contemplated and contracted for by 
this act along the entire line within fifteen years after the 
time at which the acts of incorporation shail have been 
approved, according to the first section of this aet, the 
corporation or corporations contracting or owning the same 
shall forfeit all the rights and privileges hereby granted, 
either in respect to aid, right of way, orlands not yet disposed 
of by them; and it shall be the right and duty of Congress 
to provide tor the construction or compietion of the same 


| by other corporation or corporations ; and to this end, all 


the property, rights, franchises, or improvements, belonging 
to or connected with this road, so far as completed or in 
progress, shall inure to and become the property of such 
second corporation or corporations herein referred to, upon 


|| the same conditions as it belonged to the corporation or 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is no | 


corporations thus failing. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
now is on the amendment offered by the Senator 
from Oregon, which will be read. 

The Seeretary read it; to insert, in line thirteen 
of the first section, after the word ‘ California,”’ 
the following: 

Thence, branching north through the valleys of Sacra- 
mento, Rogue river, Umpqua, and Willamette, to Portiand, 
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in Oregon; and for the construction of this branch, a grant 
of alternate sections of land for six miles on each side ot 
snid road is hereby made, to be selected in odd numbers 
from the nearest unoccupied and unappropriated agricul- 
tural land. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. GWIN. The amendment offered by the 
Senator from Louisiana [Mr. Bensamiy] the other 
day, and adopted by the Senate, in regard to the 
corporation, as it is called, making it merely a 
board of commissioners, makes it a matter of not 
so much importance whose names are inserted. 
Several Senators have suggested the names of 
gentlemen of capital and experience in their sec- 
tions of the country, whose names, as commis- 
sioners, as | may now call them, would be of great 
consequence in the organization of this great work. 
I sent up those names, at the suggestion of those 


Senators, and hope they will be inserted in the | 


proper place. 

The Secretary read the amendment; to insert, 
at the end of the thirty-fourth line of the first sec- 
tion, the following: 

Edward Learned, James M. Cook, Erastus Corning, 
James ‘i’. Souter, F. P. James, Samuel F. Butterworth, 
and 8. L. M. Barlow, of New York; Watts Sherman and 


Thomas A. Scott, of Pennsylvania; and Daniel P. Rhodes, | 


of Onto. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Do these names come from 
any committee? I should like to inquire of the 
Senator from California whether this is a mere 
preference of his? 

Mr. GWIN. No, sir. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Lunderstand the commit- 


serted as corporators. I know nothing myself of 
the selection of these names. 


to me, to be some reason given for addinga list of 
names at this time. 

Mr. GWIN. 
when | offered the amendment, he would have un- 
derstood the reason why I did offer it. The amend- 
mentof the Senator from Louisiana having left 
this matter open entirely, and changed the char- 
acter of the billas it came from the House, anum- 
ber of Senators have suggested the names of other 
parties, inasmuch as it was open to subscription. 
They are the names of parties whom it would be 
important to have in originating and starting this 
great enterprise, men of large wealth and experi- 
ence in railroad matters. They were suggested 
to me by members of the Senate. I have no name 
mysclf to propose atall from any portion of the 
country; certainly, none from my own country; 
but it was supposed that these names would aid 
in organizing and starting this great enterprise. 
That was my reason for offering them. I should 


not have offered any name, if it had not been that | 
the amendment of the Senator from Louisiana left | 


it an open question for every person to subscribe 
that chooses to do it. 

Mr. BAKER. Will the Senator from Califor- 
nia have the names of the States designated, so 
that we may see from what States they come? 

Mr. awl 
States from which they come—New York, Ohio, 
and Pennsylvania. I intended to offer some from 
the State of Illinois; but, as the Senators from 
that State did not agree on the names, and nobody 


had objected to these, I have offered them sepa- | 
rately. Those that come from Illinois I will name | 


afterwards. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster | 


in the chair.) Is the Senate ready for the ques- 
tion on the amendment proposed by the Senator 
from California, to insert the names that have been 
mentioned? 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr.GWIN. Now, Mr. President, I offer two 
names from the State of Illinois. I will state in 
advance that, as the Senators from that State do 
not agree about these names, I offer them with- 
out any feeling on the subject as to the parties 
named. I want to get the names of individuals 
who will aid in this great enterprise. I would 
not have offered any name, as the Senators from 
the State did not agree upon them; but it was de- 
sired by one of the Senators that at least one of 
the names presented should be offered; the other 
Senator did not object to that; and I have offered 
both of them. I move to add at the end of the 
last amendment the names of Virgil Hickox and 


C. L. Higbee, of Illinois. 


I know nothing of | 
the names now proposed; butthere ought,it seems | 


If the Senator had listened to me | 


N. The personsare named, and the } 


| wanted the name of a Democrat. 


| character. They said they had selecte 
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| Mr. TRUMBULL. I move to amend the 
amendment by adding the names of William B. 
Ogden and Henry Farnham. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I may as well state very 
frankly the point of difference of opinion on this 
question. At the last session, I think it was, 
when this bill was pending in the House of Rep- 
resentatives,a member of the House, having it in 
charge, came to me and told me that they wanted 
a man from Illinois. They had selected one who 
was a Republican and they wanted one who was 
a Democrat, so as to deprive it of an artisan 

j j ithe name 
of William B. Ogden, who was a Republican, and 
I considered 
William B. Ogden a very proper gentleman, and 
there was no objection to him. I gave them the 
name of John Moore, a Democrat, who is a re- 
tired politician and has now no connection with 
politics, and who eminently possesses the con- 
fidence of the people of the State of Illinois. When 
the bill came in here, I found they had stricken out 
William B. Ogden and put in the names of three 
very active politicians—John Wentworth, N. B. 
Judd, and Mr. Hammond. There were three 
against one, who was not an active politician. I 
suggested tomy colleague that I thought this ought 
to be stripped of its partisan character, either by 
striking out the twoactive politicians—Mr. Went- 


| worthand Mr. Judd—and letit stand John Moore 


and Charles G. Hammond; or by putting in two 
others, so that if there were three onone side there 


, || would be three on the other,and thus it would be 
tee of the House of Representatives have consid- || 


ered this subject, and certain names have been in- | 


divested of any appearance of political partisan- 
ship. lam willing now to strike them all out but 
one on each side; or I am willing to make it two 
or three on a side; but lam unwilling that it shall 
be made a partisan concern by carrying partisan 
politics into it. My colleague does not object 
when he has in the bill three Republicans, who are 
very violent partisans, and only one Democrat. 
He does not object to the addition of two Demo- 


E. 


| crats to make it even; but he wants to putin two | 





| 
| 





_do not claim him as a party man. 


more Republicans, so as again to get the prepon- 
derance. I protest against party politics coming 
into this question; and for that reason I insist 
either on striking out all but one on each side— 
one Democratand one Republican—or leaving two 
Democrats and two Republicans, or three Demo- 
crats and three Republicans, just as you please, 
to keep it even on each side. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, my col- 


| league has had the advantage of me so far as being 


consulted in regard to these names is concerned. 
I was never consulted, and I did not know what 


| names were inserted in the bill until it came to the 


Senate and I saw them here.- I supposed those 
names were selected without reference to party; 
and though my colleague says they are very active 
yartisans, I did not know the politics of Mr. 
lammond. 
In regard to another, Mr. Wentworth, I may 


say that he is quite as much of a party man on | 


the side of my colleague as he is upon ours. We 
Ido not. I 
am quite willing, if the Senator objects to him on 
arty grounds, that he shall have Somebody else. 
Giecustalety is notselected in consideration of his 
party politics. I had nothing to do with his se- 
ection. If I were selecting men on that ground, 
certainly I should not have selected him. I am 
quite satisfied to let the names remain as they 
came from the House of Representatives; but 
when the names of four gentlemen from Illinois 


|| have been put into the bill without any reference 


whatever to politics, so far as | know—fer I was 
not consulted on the subject—I am not quite will- 
pestetaeniinnnnaabal come into the Senate and 
ask that two party men shall be put in—the chair- 
man of the Democratic committee of Illinois, and 
another violent partisan. That looks to me a lit- 
tle like bringing party into the bill. Ido not sup- 
pose that either of the four names in the bill ori- 
ginally were selected with a view to party; but it 
shows that there is some party feeling about it, 
when it is insisted that they must be divided 
equally between the parties. I wish no party to 
enter into this bill. I have not been consulted; 
and I had nothing to do with the selection of the 
four names from Illinois; but they are not parti- 
san, so far as [ know, with the exception of one. 
Mr. Judd is a party man, and known asa Re- 
publickn. Mr. Wentworth, perhaps, may be re- 
garded as a party man; but my colleague knows 
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very well that he has been 
arty man in ae to Repu 
en in its favor. ‘Therefore 
add two names, I propose two other gentlemen. 
They are not party men. I have named those 
gentlemen. Mr. Ogden isa gentleman large} in 
terested in railroads—more 80, perhaps, thanan 
man in the State of Illinois; a man of larve ieee, 
| who has had a good deal to do with the railroad 
interests of the West; and he isa very proper per- 
son, independent of any party feeling, as I pre- 
sume my colleague will agree at once, to be one 
of the corporators in this railroad bill. The other 
| gentleman named, Mr. Farnham, is also a rail- 
road man. Neither of these gentlemen, | pre- 
sume, would be called an active partisan; although 
one of them is at this time a member of the Illi- 
nois State central committee. It is because the 
are interested in the object of this bill that I have 
named them; and not in consideration of any par- 
| tisan feelings which either of them may have. The 
persons named by the gentlemen are, as indiyid- 
uals, unexceptionable, so far as I know; but they 
are not so exclusively connected with the railroad 
| interests of the West as are Mr, Ogden and Mr, 
Farnham. I have no objection to the names of 
Mr. Hgckox and Mr. Higbee being inserted; but 
if emg ! are about to be put in on the ground of 
their being partisans, then I ask to insert two 
other names of persons who are not partisans, 
but very worthy men. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, I am aston- 
ished at the statement of my colleague that Mr. 
| Wentworth is not a Republican and a partisan. 
1 regard him as the most powerful and formidable 
partisan in Illinois. In northern Illinois, he is 
the very soul of your party, by far the most in- 
fluential and powerful adversary that I have per- 
sonally, or that the Democratic party has. Ido 
| not object to his name in this bill on that ground. 
| He is nota railroad man. He is a partisan; but 
| L do not object to it. 

My colleague has said that Mr. Hickox was 
chairman of the State Democratic central com- 
mittee. If he wished to have been candid, he 
would have said that Mr. Judd was the chairman 
of the Republican State central committee in the 
battle fighting me. I think the one balances the 
other. I do not object to Mr. Judd on that ground; 
butif he is sincere in his objection to Mr. Hickox, 
because he was chairman of the Democratic com- 
mittee, as an honest man he is bound to object to 
| his own man for the same reason. One will coun- 
| terbalance the other. 

As to Mr. Hammond, he says he does not 
know that he is a partisan. I do not object to 
Mr. Hammond; I am willing to leave him in the 
bill; but he is a partisan. I have reason to know 
that he not only was a partisan, but that his rail- 
road was a partisan railroad. In the contest of 
1856 I had to witness the fact with my own eyes, 
that Democrats could not ride home from a mass 
| meeting by his railroad unless they rode under 
| the Frémont flag; and hundreds of men were com- 
| pelled to go home in another way, rather than 
submit to the humiliation of riding on a partisan 
| railroad, carrying partisan flags on its cars. He 
| does not know that these men are partisans! 
Why, you would not have had a party but for 
| 
1 
| 





——___. 


uite as much of a 
licanism as he has 
» If he proposes to 

















| the money and the power of these men. I do not 
| object to them on thatground; but I want the bill 
stripped of its partisan character by equalizing tt. 
I say to my colleague, strike out all the names 
but one on each side. He may choose one, and 
| I will designate John Moore as the Democrat. If 
he objects to him, I will take another. He may 
designate a Republican, and if he is not personally 
objectionable, he may come in. I will put in no 
man to whom he objects. He may have a veto 
on my man, and I will have one on his. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. Then you will never get 
anybody in. 

r. DOUGLAS. Yes, I will. He may take 
William B. Odgen, the man whom he eulogizes 
so much. I do not objectto him. He may take 
Mr. Hammond, whose politics he does not know. 
I donotobjecttohim. He may take the partisan 
chairman of his committee, Mr. Judd. I will not 
object to him, but will just offset another man 
againsthim. Ifhe takes the chairman of his com- 
mittee, I will take the chairman of ours. If he 
leaves off the chairman of his committee, I wil! 
leave off the chairman of ours. I want the bill 
| stripped of its party character. I never dreamed 











ehas 
28 to 
men. 
hose 
y in- 
lany 
eans, 
lroad 
r per- 
pre- 
e one 
other 
. rail- 
| pre- 
10ugh 
e Ili- 
» they 
| have 
y par- 
. The 
divid- 
it they 
ilroad 
d Mr, 
mes of 
‘d; but 
und of 
rt two 
lisans, 


aston- 
at Mr. 
rtisan. 
nidable 
3, he is 
Jost in- 
ve per- 

do 
rround. 
an; but 


yx Was 
il com- 
did, he 
airman 
e im the 
ices the 
rround; 
lickox, 
tic com- 
oject to 
il] coun- 


joes not 
ybject to 
m in the 
to know 
his rail- 
yntest of 
yn eyes, 
1 a mass 
le under 
ere com- 
her than 
partisan 
urs. He 
artisans! 
y but for 
Ido not 
t the bill 
lizing it. 
1e names 
one, and 
ocrat. 

He may 
»rsonally 
yut in no 
re a veto 


never get 


may take 
eulogizes 
may take 
ot know. 
» partisan 
[ will not 
ther man 
his com- 
‘s. If he 
ee, 1 will 
t the bill 
- dreamed 


a 











of putting a party man into the board; and when |) 
] suggested old John Moore, I did so because he | 


is not an active politician, and because, having 
retired from politics, he was selected by the unan- 


jmous vote of the State, as the trustee to hold the || 


illinois Central road trust. 1 wantno party char- 


° . ’ 
acter in the bill, I will agree to strike out ail the 
names from Illinois, or I will agree to put in a 


man on each side, or two on a side, or three ona 
side, equalizing it; that isall lask. The Senate 


now can vote on the first two names. Then, if | 


these are put in, he can renew the others; but I 
give notice that I shall renew name for name, 
until they are equalized, either by striking out, or 
by adding to the names In the bill. 


“Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, I regret that | 


we should have anything said here about Illinois 
party politics, or the party politics of yz other 
State, in regard to this railroad. The Senator 
from Louisiana [Mr. Bensamiy] offered an amend- 


ment the other day, which was adopted, to throw 


this matter open to everybody in the country who | 
chose to come in. I must confess I do not see | 
any particular reason to change that provision; || 
but if it is thought best to change it, and to con- 

fine it to certain persons named in the bill, I do | 


not care a fig what the politics of the men are who 
are to go init. If I could have ten, ora hundred, 
or a thousand, or ten thousand good names of 
men who are ready to put their money into that 
road, and use their influence to construct it, I 
would never ask whether they were of one polit- 
ical party or the other. The great point is to get 
men of talent, of influence, men of money, to take 
hold of and build this road; and with all the in- 
ducements that are in this bill, lam not sure that 


that class of men will invest their money or give | 


their time to the construction of this road. 

But, sir, if we are to put names in the bill, | 
hope we shall have no wrangling here about their 
party politics; but shall select men of influence; 
men who have means; men who can command 
means; men who can command influences to bring 
money for the construction of the road. Now, 


there are three names from my State mentioned | 


in the bill, and I never stop to ask what their pol- 
ities are. In looking over them, I have the im- 


se that one of them belongs to the Repub- | 
i 


can party. There are other names that I would 
be glad to see in that bill; and if we are to put 
names in, I propose to put some there. I would 
propose Mr. John M. Forbes, a gentleman who 
is one of the largest owners of railroads in the 
country; he is interested in the Michigan, the St. 
Joseph, and other roads; he is a man of great 
ability, of business character, of wealth, and of 
position in every other respect. There is Mr. 
Chester W. Chapin, president of the Western rail- 
road of my own State, a Democrat of Democrats. 


Mr. Gennery Twitchell, president of the Wor- 
cester road, a man of great vigor and great en- 
ergy; and E. Hasket Derby, who has written 
more in regard to this Pacitc raiiroad, and rail- 
roads in this country, and who understands the 
whole railroad interest of this country perhaps 
better than any man in it, or as well as any, un- 
less it be Mr. Poor, of New York. Then there 
is Mr. Samuel Hooper, an eminent merchant of 
Boston, a man largely engaged in railroads. I 
should like to see such names go into the bill. I 
could pick them out in my own State and section 
of country by the Lashed: and I would not stop 
to ask what their politics are. All I wantto know 
is, will these men give their time; will they con- 
tribute their means; will they use their influence 
to get the means to construct this Pacific railroad ? 
That is all the question I ask, and it is all any of 
us ought to ask here. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I agree with the Senator 
from Massachusetts entirely, that the party pol- 
itics of the gentlemen named here should have 
nothing to do with the bill, and they had not, so 
far as I know anything about it, until my col- 


league came in and asked us to putin men as party 
men, 


Mr. DOUGLAS. _I beg pardon 
Mr. TRUMBULL. That isthe reason. He 
fre it on the ground that there were not as many 
emocrats there as Republicans, and he made his 





proposition for the purpose of having party men. | 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I beg pardon; | have not 
proposed them as partisans. I stated that I pro- 
posed to my colleague privately the objection that 
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it had a partisan character. Ithas. Mr. Hickox, 


has been identified with the St. Louis and Chicago 
railroad from its beginning. He isa thorough 
railroad man. The men that I propose have as 
much to do with railroads as the men he proposes. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, my col- 
league has made his speech, and the whole bur- 
den of itis, and nothing else, that he wants these 


| men here as party men. He says he is willing 


to strike them all out but two, but he wants man 
for man as partisans. That is the very object of 
this motion, the very burden of it, and nothingelse. 
Why object to the bill as it came from the House, 
when one man is named in regard to whose pol- 
itics I never heard, if it is not for party consider- 
ations? What is his speech? Who has dragged 
parties into the Senate here and urged that man 
for man should go into the bill as corporators, 
because of party feeling, as if men could not build 
a railroad unless they were Democrats? I stated 
that I had nothing to do with the names that were 


| put in this bill, and never knew who they were 


until the bill came here. 
But the most extraordinary statement is made 


| here, that Mr. John Moore is not a partisan. 
| Why, sir, I know Mr. John Moore very well; 


and a bitterer partisan there is not in the State. 
He used to be Lieutenant Governor of the State. 


| He isa good man. I have no objection to his 


going into this railroad company; but you will 
find that he was atall your party meetings for the 
lasttwenty years. Asthe men who have already 
been selected have been selected without reference 
to party, certainly, so far as I know anything 
about it—and my colleague was consulted, and I 
was not—if men are to be added because of polit- 
ical considerations, | have named two gentlemen, 
because my colleague has named two; but I am 
well enough satisfied with the bill. 


3ut he gets upa dispute as to Mr. Wentworth’s | 


polities; and he says he is the champion of Re- 
ong ee Well, I am not disposed to discuss 
Mr. Wentworth’s politics, nor do I care whether 


| he is in the bill or not. John Moore is a Demo- 
}crat. Thereare but four names there; and if Mr. 


Wentworth is such a partisan that you are afraid 


| of him, take him out, and put in somebody else. | 
| I prefer, however, that the Senator from Illinois | 


should not select party men for me. 
ut he saysthat Mr. Hamiltonis a party man; 


| and he speaks of the railroads. To a person in 
| Illinois, who knows its politics as I do, who has 


traveled all over the State, and on all the railroads, 
and has seen the influence of the railroads in elec- 
tions, operating against the Republican party 


everywhere; who has seen the Democrats carried | 
) on free tickets all over the State, when Republi- 
I care nothing about his politics. Then there is || 


cans have been paying their fare, it is, to me, a 
most astonishing accusation. 

3ut I do not want to go into these partisan 
questions; and I am sorry they are dragged in 


here in reference to a great measure like this for | 


the building a Pacific railroad. 1 look upon it 
as avery smal] matter; and I was quite willing 
that the name#8hould remain as they were. The 


names were selected, I presume, without any | 
am willing they shall | 
stand as they are now. But since my colleague | 
has talked about party and putting in partisans, | 
if there is any importance to be attached to it, | 


reference to party; and 


when he puts in his two party men, to whom I 
do not object; if others are to go in let his two 
men go in; but let Mr. Ogden and Mr. Farnham 
also go in, who are men that ought to be in the 
bill irrespective of any partisan considerations 
whatever. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, I do not 
wish to prolong this debate. There is nothing 
more objectionable to me than a debate of this 
kind upon party politics on a bill of this descrip- 
tion. I went to my colleague and told him that 
this looked as if was a party machine, so far as 
Illinois was concerned; and I proposed to him, 


privately, not to have a word in the Senate; to | 


strike out all but two men, or else put in two on 
a side, or three on a side; and pledged him that 
I would not name a man that he objected to; that 
he might veto any man that was named. My 


object was to get those that had no politics, or to | 


neutralize the politics; but he would not consent 
to it. 
He talks about these men being selected with- 
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X, || out reference to party. I happen to know they 
to whom he objects, has had more to do with rail- || 


roads, or as much as any man in Illinois. He | 


were selected with reference to party. When I 
was consulted, it was stated that they had selected 
William B. Ogden on the one side and wanted a 
man on the other. I gave them John Moore. 
He is justas unobjectionable as Mr. Ogden. He 
isa Democrat; Mr. Ogden isa Republican, John 
Moore is out of office; Mr. Ogden is a Republi- 
can member of the Legislature now, the nominee 
of his party at the last election. I reckon he is 
not without politics. He was selected for the 
purpose of voting for my colleague, and he dis- 
charged the duty. Then they want to put in two 
men who have no claim on earth but as partisans 
—John Wentworth and N. P. Judd, men that I 
have reason to believe would never allow an engi- 
neer or a contractor, ora subordinate, to work on 
a railroad they had control of, if they did not 
agree with them in politics, if they could prevent 
it. I have never known more unscrupulous men 
in politics than they are. 

Ir. TRUMBULL. Why not take Wentworth 
out, if you want to do so? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Ah! now he says that Went- 
worth is not a good Republican of his stamp, and 
Judd is. He is willing to take Wentworth out. 
Why is he not willing that I should take Judd 
out? If he is not governed by politics, why not 
let Judd come out as well as Wentworth? ‘The 
reason is this: Wentworth is as good a Republi- 
can as my colleague; but he is the enemy of my 
colleague, and Judd and Wentworth both are 
mortal enemies of myself. Thatis the difference. 
My colleague wishes to get Wentworth out as a 
matter of personal revenge on Wentworth because 
he cannot control him in his party. I scorn all 
this. Strike them all out; leave the State without 
any, and I shall be satisfied. Put in a man that 
is not objectionable on the score of politics, and 
I shall be satisfied. I repeat, I will not vote to 
put ina man that my colleague says is an im- 

roperone. I will take Mr. Ogden, or Mr. Ham- 
ilton, or Mr. Farnham. They are Republicans, 
but they are railroad men as well as Republicans; 
or I will take men on the other side. i consider 
this effort to keep the preponderance in that State 
asa deliberate attempt to turn the Pacific railroad 
into a partisan scheme. I felt bound to protest 
against this party scheme in the beginning. I 
did it privately to my colleague, because | did 


| not wantitto come publicly into the Senate. But 


the tenacity with which my colleague insists upon 
a Republican majority in that board shows me 
that the information I received was right; shows 
me thatit is a scheme to make a party machine 


| out of the Pacific railroad, and that the interests 


of the road are to be sacrificed for partisan pur- 
poses. 1 will vote for equalizing it, and if there 
1s any suspicion of party politics in re/erence to 
the names in other States, [ will vote to equalize 
them in every instance, so that they cannot be 
used for party pusposee. It is not accidental that 
this thing has been done. [have a reason to be- 
lieve that itis a design. It has more in it than 
appears upon the face of it. And yet my aversion 
to uttering a word on party politics in connection 
with the railroad induced me to go my colleague 
and point out this objection, and ask him quietly 
to consult with his Republican friends and adjust 
the matter. I hope the Senate now will strip this 
bill of a party character. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster 
in the chair.) Is the Senate vane 4 for the ques- 
tion on the amendment proposed by the Senator 
from California ? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I am at a loss in voting 
upon this amendment; and I desire to know 
whether it would be in order to move for aspecia! 
committee, with power to send for persons and 
st to examine this question that has arisen 

etween the two Senators from Illinois. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
thinks not, without committing the bill to them at 
the same time. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I have not the information 
to enable me to vote. The Senators disagree with 
each other in relution to some of these individ- 


| uals. If we could get at the facts of the case by 


a proper and thorough investigation, it would be 
probably a very profitable use of the powers of 
the Senate. The bill, as it now stands, provides 


| for certain commissioners to receive subscrip- 


tions, and allows anybody that chooses to joim 
them. As the bill originally stood, before the 
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| on 





prog ae, rr ; : 
amendment that I had the honor to offer was || that chose to engage in it. I wish io strip this 


adopted, it seemed to me very much like a job; it 


had all the features of a job; and if 1 had wanted | 


a personal interest in the bill, 1 do not know that 
i could have devised a better scheme than draw- 
ing up the bill just as it was drawn, by which 1 
would name friends to whom all these grants were 
to be made by Congress, and then give them the 
power to let in such parties as they should pick 
out. If I had a direct personal interest in getting 
into a job of this kind, I think I should consider 
that a very ingenious and satisfactory mode of 
accomplishing the object. 
exactly that way; and [ therefore offered the 
amendment which the Senate thought proper to 
adopt, 


lla political machine, and put it into the hands of | 


The bill looked to me || 


jut now, since that amendment has been | 


adopted, of what earthly consequence is it if you | 


have any names in the bill at all, or have them 
all Democratic oral! Republican? Everybody now 
has a right to join the scheme. The only ques- 


tion that will ever be asked of a man who wislies || 


bill of every provision that makes _ for any- 
body, and strip it of every feature that makes it 


railroad men to manage it upon railroad princi- 
ples, and not with a view to politics, and then we 
can have a Pacific railroad. I protest against 
every partisan feature, avery pane feature, that 
makes a ree of it. Throw it open to all 
the people of the United States, and I am satisfied. 
I am willing now that the Senate shall vote on the 
proposition to insert the two additional names of 
corporators offered by the Senator from California 
having the bill in charge—that will equalize it— 
or to equalize it in any other way, for the sole 
purpose of depriving it of politics. If my col- 
league says that any one of the men offered is 


|| objectionable, I will waive him. This is all | have 


to subscribe is, whether he has got the money to | 


pat up; and hence I cannot for my life conceive 
in what way this party question can come up. 


But as the Senators from Lllinois do seem to at- | 
tach importance to it, and there is something prob- | 


ably concealed under it which the rest of the Sen- 
ate cannot see,and upon which I, for one, am 
totally unable to vote without further investiga- 
tion, | wish some gentleman skilled in the rules 
of the Senate would provide the means by which 
we can have a full report on the subject before 
being called on to vote, arming the committee, of 
course, with full powers to get this important in- 
formation, and spread it before us. For myself, 
I shall have to decline to vote. I do not under- 
stand the subject sufficiently. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. lam satisfied the Senator 
from Louisiana does not understand it; and not 
understanding it, it might have been proper for 


him to have remained silent, or to have come out | 


openly, instead of making insinuations, 


There | 


are other subjects that committees might as well 


investigate as the one to which he refers. I scorn 
the imputation that there is anything under this 
beyond what has been stated in open Senate; and 
that is the design of stripping the bill of its party 
character. 
scorn myself, if | was base enough to make such 
aone. 1 say it had the appearance of party; and 


I scorn the imputation; and I would | 


i wish to strip it of that appearance, by equaliz- | 


ing it. He says he cannot conceive how a man 
could possibly feel any interest since his amend- 
ment was adopted. fesors for his amendment, 
to open it to the whole world, so that it should 
not be—— 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The Senator from Illinois 
certainly did not hear what I said, or his remarks 
are very extraordinary. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from Illinois give way to the Senator from 
Louisiana. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Certainly. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I said that, since the amend- 

ment had been adopted, I could conceive of no 
earthly motive for inquiring into the names of 
versons to be inserted in this bill. There might 
¢ an interest that no man could conceive. I said 
thai, prior to the adoption of the amendment, I 
could conceive of some motive Senators might 
have in looking into the names. I never said that, 
since the bill has been changed in that respect, 
any Senator possibly could have any dishonest 
motive. Ido not know whether the Senator un- 
derstood me or not; but the line of his remarks 
indicate either a misapprehension or—I will not 
saw what, sir. I desire to hear the Senator fur- 
ther before I say anything more. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Well, sir, all I have to say 
on that point is, that I have avowed my purpose 
to be to strip it of its partisan character. I lew 
that inference from the face of the bill itself. I 
had approached my colleague and asked him pri- 
vately to correct it, so as not to have the matter 
brought before the Senate. I thought that the 
Senatorfrom Louisiana intimated that there was 
an interest somewhere 

Mr. BENJAMIN. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 
nothing to say on that point; but I supposed him 
to make the insinuation. I voted for the amend- 
ment of that Senator so that it should be impossi- 
ble for any Senator or man of wealth to have an 
laterest which was not equally open to every man 





Not so. 


Then, of course, I have | 


to say. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER put the question 
on the amendment, and a division was called for. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I do not understand that 
any objection was made to the motion of the Sen- 
ator from California by anybody. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Will the Senator indulge me 
an instant? 
the explanation of the Senator from Louisiana, | 
owe it to him to say that the imputation which 
I made was unwarranted. Having misappre- 
hended the tenor of his remarks, a friend suggests 
' that that statement is due to him; and whatever 

is due under the circumstances, of course I take 
pleasure in tendering. 
Mr. GWIN. Is the question on inserting the 
| names I offered ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
question before the Senate. 

Mr. POLK. I should like to know what the 
names are. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment is to insert the names of Virgil Hickox and 
C. L. Higbee, of Ilinois. 

The question being taken, on a division, the 


That is the 


ayes were thirteen; and when the noes were | 


| called for, several Senators said, ‘* Give it up!”’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment is agreed to. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. How can it be adopted by 
thirteen votes? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair un- 
derstood that the negative side gave it up. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I did not give it up. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. My colleague will either give 
itup or vote. I protest against his right to sit in 
his seat and destroy a quorum, and then say he 
| does not give it up. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is man- 
ifestly a quorum present; but there were only 

| thirteen Senators voting. Those-all voted in the 
affirmative, and the Chair under#tood from what 
was said, that the negative side gave itup. Still, 
the amendment is not carried by a majority of a 
quorum, and the question must be put again. 

Mr.SIMMONS. Istherea dispute about these 
other names? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I will state that this isa 
motion of the Senator from Califofmia, to add the 
names of two party gentlemen to those already in 

| the bill, from the State of Illinois. 
motion to add two other gentlemen, not, however, 
as party men, but as very proper persons to go 
into the bill. The vote isnow on the amendment 
of the Senator from California, to add the names 
| of these two partisans to the bill. 
is well enough as itis. ‘There are names enough 
in it; and the names were inserted without any 
| party intent, as far as | know anything about it. 
; fact, I did not know whose names were in it, 
until I saw the bill, afterit had been brought here 
from the House of Representatives. 1 think it 
would be just as well to leave the billas it is; but 
if these (wo names be put in, then I insist on two 
others going in. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President 

Mr. GWIN. Will the Senator permit me? I 
wish to ask the Senator from Illinois, on the other 
side, does he say that I propose these two names 
as party men ? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. No, not that the Senator 
from California proposes the amendment for that 
reason; but the speech of my colleague shows the 
object. 

ir. GWIN. I will say, in order to show that, 
| so far as I am concerned, my name ought not to 











I also made a | 


A friend suggests to me that, after || 
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| stated, when I offered the amend 
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be brought into consideration in t Sdlhian 


his matter, th 
I consulted both the Senators fro; und I 


n Ijlinois, and I 


: ~~" ment, that the 
had differed in opinion, and I left it to the Se , 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Undoubtedly the Senatog 
from California had no such design, { ams veak- 
ing merely of the effect of the speech - 

‘Mr. DOUGLAS. I will try to harmonize this 





matter. I will ask the Senator from California to 
withdraw his motion to insert those names, and 


substitute for it a motion to strike out the two 
partisans named in the bill, to wit: John Went- 
worth and N. B. Judd, leaving in two railroad 
men for Illinois. 

Mr. GWIN. I am rather afraid I shall oot 
into a scrape if I make any motion of that kind 

Mr. DOUGLAS. If the Senator withdraws 
his amendment I will make it. 

Mr. GWIN. I withdraw the amendment. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I move to strike out“ John 
Wentworth” and **N_ B. Judd,”’ so that it wij] 
stand then with two gentlemen from Illinois—Mr, 
Hammond and Mr. Moore, to whom nobody 
objects. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
done. 

Mr. LANE. I believe it is in order to move to 
amend the amendment. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Oh, no. 

Mr. LANE. I want to strike out another 
name. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 
wards. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment of the Senator from Illinois 
to strike out the two names mentioned by him. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. On that I ask for the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. WILSON. I wish to make a suggestion 
to the Senator from California, who takes so much 
interest in this bill. As the Senate has adopted 
an amendment that lets every man in the United 
States into this enterprise who chooses to engage 
in it, why is it necessary to put anybody’s name 
in the bill? The suggestion I want to make is 


I trust that will not be 


That can be done atfter- 


| this: had not the Senate better order the vote put- 
| ting in those gentlemen from the State-of New 


York to be reconsidered, drop this whole question, 
and let the names stand as they came from the 
House of Representatives in the bill ? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. No, sir; | am satisfied that 
those names were packed for partisan purposes, 
and I do not mean that this shall be a party ma- 


| chine. 





Mr. BRAGG. Ican give agood reason, ! think, 
to the Senator from Massachusetts, why some 
names ought to go there, and why the names 
ought to be those of proper persons. The reason, 
which I gave to the Senate the other day sub- 
stantially, and I beg to be excused for repeating 
it, is this: the title to the property and the bonds 
set aside by this bill for the building of the rail- 
road does not vest until certain acts of incorpo- 
ration are passed, and until the parties are incor- 
porated; and, in the mean time, they go on and 
select the lands on the whole line of the railroad, 
locate the line, and report it to the President, and 
when they become incorporated and build fifty 


miles of railroad, then they get the right to the 


bonds and the lands. So the Senator will see that 
it is very important to have proper persons named 


\| in the bill. 
I think the bill | 


Mr. WILSON. Well, then, I think the Sen- 
ator from Illinois had better not move to strike 
out these names, but to add some other names. 
Do not let us strike out names that the House of 
Representatives have put in. However, | care 
nothing about it, and shall not consume the ume 
of the Senate upon it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. If the other side of the 
House will add proper names to equalize it, 89 
as to deprive the measure of a party character, I 
will agree to it. 

Mr. GWIN. [have a word to say in reply to 
what the Senator from Massachusetts stated. 5o 
far as I am concerned, I have never suggested one 
name in either House, and I only offered the 
amendment at the suggestion of other Senators. 
I should have taken the bill as it came from the 
House of Representatives if I could get it; but at 
the suggestion of Senators, I proposed to insert 
the names of men who it was supposed would be 
eminently useful in starting this great enterprise. 
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[would adopt the suggestion of the Senator from 
Massachusetts, if, in my judgn 


probably interfere with and jeopardize the bill. 
Mr. F 


| 


ITCH. There is: me force in whatthe | 


Senator from Massachusetts says. hi can = 
insert additional names. The very object sought 
for by the Senator from Illinois {Mr. Dovetas] 


would not be attained by striking outnames. It 


these gentlemen have entered into an association, | 


and understand each other, there is a clause of 


the bill which permits them to let in other corpo- | 


rators; but they cannot vote out those whose 
names we insert. That course, therefore, will be 
the only one which will attain the object sought 
by the Senator from Illinois. 

Mr. WILSON. I would suggest, then, to the 
Senator from Illinois, or to the Senators from Il- 
linois, that they drop this matter, and that they 
arrange such names as they can agree upon to go 


into the bill, and present them here, and we will | 


take whoever they want. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I have stated to the Senate, 
and repeat again, that I have proposed to my col- 
league that he and his Republican friends may 
agree upon one name, two names, or three names, 





as few or as many as they please, and submit | 


them to us, and if they are not objectionable we 
will take them; and we, in turn, will submit names 
to them, and they may reject any that are objec- 
tionable; and they may either have one man that 
is not obnoxious, or two, or three, as they please, 


or none atall. Jam willing to leave out the State | 


entirely. All] ask is that it shall be equalized or 
all stricken out. I proposed this privately to my 
colleague, because I did not want to bring it be- 
fore the Senate. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I think there was great 
force in what the Senator from Louisiana said a 
few minutes ago. I thought his remarks were 
very appropriate on this attempt to bring in con- 
siderations of a party character upona bill of this 
kind; but now it is proposed here—and I am sorry 
to see the Senator from Massachusetts proposing 
it—that we enter into a bargain, one Democrat 
and one Republican 

Mr. WILSON. I did not say so. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I want nothing to do with 
such athing. I wantgood men in this bill. Who 
ever talked about the politics of these men until 
my colleague dragged it in here? 1am willing 
that the bill should stay as it is, That is not sat- 
isfactory to my colleague. He says some of these 
men are party men. I disagree with him as to 
their being Republicans; but he wants to select 
for us Republicans. We have got men in there 
that he says are Republicans. Strike out whom 
you please; but if you wanta selection of Re- 
publicans, I suppose you are not going to select 
for us, on the other side. I have told him if he 
wants to strike out the name of Wentworth, to 
name his man and put him in his place; and then 
you will have an equal number of Democrats and 
fenailioane: 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I will try to agree on this: 
I now move to strike out both of the partisans in 
the bill from Illinois, and then leave it a man on 
each side. 





Mr. SIMMONS. I wish to suggest the impro- || 


priety of having the yeas and nays on striking 


out men’s names, which were put in here proba- | 


bly without any design, and putting them on trial 
here and voting them out of an incorporation, 
when they know nothing about it, and have no 
chance to defend themselves. You propose to 
select out here some men whose names have been 
inserted in this railroad bill as fit to attend to the 
starting of the road, to try them, and turn them 
out on the yeasand nays, when they are not here 
to defend themselves. t think it is improper; and 


I hope the Senator from Illinois will not pursue | 


it. [do not know the men. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. If the Senator will help me 
to vote in two men, so as to deprive it of its par- 
tisan character, I shall be content. I do not want 
to strike outany names; but this refusing to strike 
out partisans when the motion is made, and then 
refusing to add men to balance it when that mo- 
tion is made, and talking 





do. Every man who will not go for equalizing | 


it, and thereby stripping it of its partisan charac- 
ter, makes a record in favor of a political machine 
for this railroad. There is no use in trying to 
disguise it. It is an attempt to make this a polit- 


ical machine, to prostitute the revenues of this 
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nent, it did not | 








| party politics of men whose names are in a bill | 


their names putin, without any particular desire 
/on their part; and all this because they do not | 
| happen to suit somebody’s politics. 


| about it; but I do not want to turn them out. 
1 


| we shall not strike out anybody’s name, be his 


| names proposed by the Senator from California, 
| let the question be taken in that way. I will vote 


|| up, and urged him to agree to some mode of | 


| Senate. 


| Chandler, Clark, Collamer, Doolitie, Durkee, Fessenden, 


gave, which is not taken: that the two Senators 
| from Illinois should arrange this matter. 
_not mean that they should arrange it on political 
| grounds; but that they might have some consult- 
| ation, and mention such names from Illinois as | 

they thought would contribute to the building of 
| this road; and I will vote cheerfully for whoever 
they propose. 


_ of the Senator from California, to insert the names 








Government for party purposes in regard to the 
Pacific railroad. You ete either got to equalize 
it, or leave it with a party character. 
Mr. SIMMONS. I never ran for a very high 
office, and I do not know the politics of people all 
over thiscountry. I supposed this bill was made 
up of railroad men and capitalists, in the House 
of Representatives, to give character to the enter- 
prise, and confidence to those who are to put it 
in operation. Ihave got four names here that, | 
at the request of the Senator from California, I 
was going to propose, so as to have somebody in 
each State to give character and to start the thing. | 
That is all the reason I have for it. I hope, of | 
all things, that we shall not engage in this busi- | 
ness of picking out names and reflecting upon | 
men who have been selected, perhaps without 
their knowledge, though Ido not know anything 
about that. Why shall we make reflections upon 
them because they happen to be on one side or | 
the other of politics? 1 would not give acent for 
aman’s politicsin this bill. If this stock is to be 
opened to everybody, to be subscribed for all over 
the country, how are you going to prevent men 
of both parties from going into it? If they have 
the money to pay, they will come in if they want 
todo so. Itis very unpleasant to talk about the | 





like this, and especially to have a vote about it, 
and an effort to drive them out of the concern, 
when perhaps they have been written to to have 


If they had | 


not been in, I should not have cared anything | 


Mr. WILSON. I understand the motion to 
be to strike out two names, on which the yeas 
and nays have been ordered. I hope the Senator | 
from Illinois will not put itin that form, and that 


party politics what they may; end if he wants 
the yeas and nays upon the admission of the 


for the admission of any respectable man in | 

America, be his politics ov they may, into this 

bill, that any Senator desires to have inserted. 
Now, a single word in regard to the advice I 


I do 





Mr. DOUGLAS. I wish the Senator to un- 
derstand that L have made that proposition to my 
colleague two or three times before the bill came | 


arranging it so as to avoid a controversy in the | 
He would not do it. 

The question being taken, by yeas and nays, 
upon the amendment of Mr. Dovagtas to strike 
out the names of John Wentworth and N. B. 
Judd, the result was—yeas 20, nays 25; as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bigler, Bragg, Clingman, Douglas, Fitch, 


Green, Hemphill, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson of Arkansas, | 


Johnson of Tennessee, Kennedy, Lane, Latham, Nichol- 
son, Pearce, Polk, Powell, Slidell, and Wigtali—20. 
NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Bingham, Bright, Cameron, 


i 


SIONAL GLOBE. _ 
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Mr. BENJAMIN. Will the Senator permit 
me to ask hima question ? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Certainly. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Itis, whether he has any 
objection to these names? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. None to the individuals 
as men; butif you put these in, 
to insert others, 
bill as it is. 

Mr. FITCH. I think the remarks of the Sen- 
ator from Llinois [Mr. TrumBvtt] are of a very 
refreshingly disinterested character, politically. 
He objects to the proposition of his colleague to 
insert two other names, because, as he alleges, 
they are partisan politicians; in other words, be- 
cause they are —_— to himself; when a perusal 

ready in the bill will satisfy any 
gentleman that partisan politics has had an over- 
whelming influence in the selection of these names 
from beginning to end. 

Mr. GRIMES. Will the Senator tell me the 
politics of any one of the four from the State of 
lowa? 

Mr. FITCH. Ido not pretend to know any- 


thing about Iowa; but I presume, if the Senator 


1 must propose 
1 think we had better leave the 


| himself was consulted, he took good care to in- 





Foot, Foster, Grimes, Hale, Harlan, King, Morrill, Seward, 
Simmons, SumneggTen Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, Wilkin- 
sun, and Wilson—25. 


So the amendment was rejected. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I now renew the amendment 


of Virgil Hickox and C. L. Higbee, of: Illinois, 
to see whether the Senate is willing to equalize the | 
matter by this addition. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I am very sorry to take 
up any more time in regard to this matter; but I | 





trust those names will not be inserted, after the 


| scene we have had in the Senate to-day. No- | 


| body thought of making a party bill out of this | 


against party, will not || 


that I am aware of, until my colleague dragged it || 


inhere; and I think, when namesare broughtin for 
the purpose of having one Democrat and one Re- | 
publican on each side, we had better discounte- 
nance the whole thing, and leave the bill as it | 


| other names. 





| 


came from the House of Representatives in that || 


sert staunch Republicans. 

Mr. GRIMES. The Senator from Iowa was 
not consulted, nor any man in the Senate, so far 
as he knows, in regard to the Lowa names which 
are in the bill. I know the present politics of 
only one of the men; and he is a Democrat. 

Mr. FITCH. So far as those in Indiana are 
concerned, they are all Republicans; and yet I 
recognize the propriety of the names of three of 


| them being there, because they are railroad men, 


and I believe them to be very fair men. I hardly 
think they would permit their partisan polities to 
control their action in the management of this con- 
cern. There is another who is certainly not the 
man for the place, unless he is put there as a par- 
tisan politician. If the motion of the Senator from 
Illinois is carried, I shall move to strike out his 
name and insert another. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Is it in order to move to 
amend the amendment by adding two names more? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
thinks not. He thinks it is in order to move the 
addition of any other names as an amendment to 


| the bill, but not by way of amendment to the 


amendment. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If the vote can be taken 
upon these two names, may it not be taken upon 
half a dozen? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It may be. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Then I move to amend 
the amendment by adding the names of William 
B. Ogden and Henry Farnham—the names I men- 
tioned before. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Lask whether you can go 
on indefinitely adding names in that way. Ifso, 
I can keep on adding names to those proposed by 
my colleague, and so on. Certainly, if his amend- 
ment is in order, we can amend that by adding 
The vote must be taken, it seems 
to me, on adding the two names which I have pro- 

vosed, and then on the two names proposed by 
hen: You cannot vote on the four at once. The 
question now is, whether the two names proposed 
by me shall be inserted. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I want to inquire of the 
Senator from Illinois, [Mr. Douctas,| whether 
the two men he has named are railroad men, cap- 
italists in Illinois? I do not know the men myself; 
but the other two names, suggested by his col- 
league, I do know. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. They are both very respect- 
able gentlemen. They are not obnoxious, like 
the two I move to strike out, but very respecta- 
ble gentlemen; and if my colleague had proposed 
to insert the. two named by him, I should agree 
to itat once. The only point is, that I object, 
not to the men themselves, but to the attempt to 
give this measure a partisan character as far as 
Illinois is concerned. I have reason to believe 
that they were put in, and selected, and conned 
over for that express purpose; and I cannot con- 
ceive why there is such pertinacity in my col 
league’s adherence to them unless itis fora party 
purpose. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I know my colleague’s 
persistency, determined to have the last word, 
and to state things in a way that creates a wrong 


respect. I trust these names will not be inserted. || impression upon the country. He has been told 
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! 
; 


Sain oibetaaieatine zy SRS 


eat aaa 


nt cee aioe 





526 


repeatedly to-day, and I tell him now again for 
the last ume, that if he desires to have two Dem- 


ocrats there and two Republicans, he may take | 


outa man that he says is a Republican, and equal- 


ize it; and let him hold his peace about partisan | 


feeling if he is not willing te do it. He can make | 
them equal, two and two, at any moment he de- | 


sires todo so. He can put either of his men in 


place of Mr. Wentworth, so far as I am con- | 


eerned,and I have told him so half a dozen times. 
Then it is not to equalize; that is not what you 
want; put it upon some other ground. If you 
want to make them equal, you can make them 
equal so far as Lam concerned at any moment. 
But he wants to add two persons. | make no ob- 
jection to Mr. Hickox, or Mr. Higbee, as _ gen- 
tlemen, but neither of them is a capitalist. They 
are both politicians. One of them used to have 
some connection with a railroad, I believe as a 
sortof freightagent; but they are respectable men, 
and I have no objection to them as individuals. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Ido not wish to move to 
strike out; | was willing to leave in the names 
that were in the bill, and toadd a sufficient num- 
ber to equalize them between the two parties. If 
my colleague now will move to strike out any 
one, or willdesignate which one of the Republi- 
cans may be stricken out, then, if that will satisfy 
him, I will move to strike him out, and put a 
Democrat in his place. Let him designate the 
man of the three who shall! be stricken out, and I 
will make the motion. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
edly that you might strike out Mr. 
if you wished. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. 


entworth, 


Then I withdraw the pre- 


I have told = repeat- | 


vious amendment; and move to strike out ** John | 


Wentworth,’ and insert ** Virgil Hickox.”’ 

The question being put on the amendment, a 
division was called for. 

Mr. GREEN I want to know if the question 
is not divisible, so as to give Wentworth prior- 
ity? I believe the rule is, in filling blanks, that 
the question shall first be taken on the * longest 
time,’’ or the most distant day. Wentworth cer- 
tainly is the ** longest man.’’ [(Laughter.] 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I supposed that this would 
be taken as a compromise, in which all would 
acquiesce. 1 want to put an end to the contro- 
versy. 

Mr. HALE. I have not been in during the 
whole of this debate; but it strikes me that this 
is the smallest fight I ever knew in the Senate 
over a great measure. It looks to me to be in- 
vidious to strike out Mr. Wentworth’s name—to 
single him out. Now, | know nothing about who 
these gentlemen are, and I do not care; but it 


|| Hampshire. 
| railroad men in the United States. 


seems to me to be rather a small business for the | 


Senate of the United States to single out one of 
these gentlemen, and strike out his name from 
the bill. It would seem to imply that there was 
something about him that was so infamous that 


he was not fit to be named in an act of incorpo- | 


ration. Therefore I shall vote in the negative. 
Mr. GREEN. I should like to know, if it 
would be invidious to single them out, how they 
ever got singled in. [Laughter.] Who did it? 
Mr. HALE. Well, Mr. President, I do not 
know. I plead not guilty to anything about it, 
Mr. GREEN. Lacquithim; the Senator is not 
guilty; but I say if we have to affirm them by 
voting for them, we have a right to pass them out 
by voting against them, and we ought to pass our 
judgment upon it. 
‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 


is on the amendment to strike out the name of 


** John Wentworth,’ and insert the name of “ Vir- | 


gil Hickox.”’ 

The question being taken, there were, on a 
division—ayes 22, noes 11. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is not 
a quorum voting. 

Mr. HALE. That brings up the old question 
of what is a quorum. 

Mr. RICE. Count me. 


standing up now. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. There are now 


thirteen Senators voting in the negative. 
Mr. GREEN and others. 
rum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
ment is agreed to. 


Mr. LATHAM. 


The amend- 


I want to have a name in- 


—es 


— 


| State. 
| section, after ‘‘John Bartram,’’ the following: 


| J. H. Reed, who is a practical man, has much 


| nected with the railroad enterprise of the country. 


| in order. 


' actly; but I know what he used to be. 


That makes a quo- | 


a ‘| to amend the amendment. 
Mr, LATHAM. There are three or four more |, 
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| serted. In looking over the list I find that the 
| State of Arkansas has no representative what- 


ever. There is one branch of the road terminat- | 
ing on the western border of that State; and I 
wish to present the name of Albert Pike. I do 
not know what his politics are; but I know that 
he is a gentleman of great intelligence, and large 
views. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. If the Senator 
will allow me, I shall object to that on this ground: 
Iam very certain that Arkansas does not desire 
such a provision, and the man himself would 
object to it. 

Mr. LATHAM. I never consulted him. I 
only suggested hisname. Of course, if the rep- 
resentative from that State objects, 1 withdraw 1t. 

Mr. WILSON. I should like to propose five 
names of eminent men fit for the place, in my 
I move to insert in line fifteen of the first 


i 


John M. Forbes, Chester W. Chapin, Gennery Twitchell, 
E. Hasket Derby, and Samuel Hooper. 

Mr. LANE. I am for that amendment, and 
will vote for it; but ] want also to give notice that 
I shall move to amend the bill by striking out the 
name of B. I’. Harding, of Oregon, and inserting 


experience, and will add very much, I think, to 
the success of the measure. 

The amendment of Mr. Wiison was agreed to. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I have five names from 
Maine to insert; all very good men: 

St. John Smith, Joseph Eaton, Samuel T. Hersey, Wil- 
liam Moulton, Rufus Dwinel. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HALE. I propose to add the names of 
George Stark and Joseph A. Gilmore, of New 
They are two of the most practical 
One of them 
is a Republican and the other is a Democrat. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. FOOT. I propose the following three 
names from the State of Vermont: ** H. Henry 
Baxter, George W. Collamer,and Henry Keyes;”’ | 
all gentlemen of character and capital], and all con- 


Mr. FITCH. Is it in order to offer a substi- 
tute for the amendment? If so, I propose that 
every Senator be permitted to go to the Clerk’s 
desk and insert whatever names he sees proper. | 
[Laughter.] That will facilitate the passage of 
the measure, perhaps. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
thinks that motion, as a substitute, would not be 


Mr. FITCH. Then strike out all the names, 
and insert the Congressional Directory. [Laugh- 
ter. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
thinks that motion would not be in order. 

The amendment of Mr. Foor was agreed to. 


Mr. SIMMONS. Atthe request of the friends 
of this bill, as there are no names in it from Rhode 
Island, I move to insert four names that I think 
will be known without my telling about them. I | 
propose to insert in line fifteen: 

From Rhode Island.—John Carter Brown, Alexander 
Duncan, William Sprague, and Earl P. Mason. 

As to one them, I do not know his politics ex- 
One is 
Governor of the State; another one was at the 
head of the Democratic ticket for electors last 
time. They have gotas much njoney as anybody 
I know in our State. 

The amendment was agreed to, 


Mr. CHANDLER. 1 should like to add the 
names now of a few practical men; a few railroad 
men; a few men accustomed to build and who 
have built more railroads than the same number 
of men in the United States. Ido not know their 
volitics, and I do not care. I offer the following 
ist. 

Mr. GREEN. Would it be in order to move 





The PRESIDING OFFICER. Notuntil itis 
read. 

The Secretary read the amendment, as follows: 

J. W. Brooks of es Erastus Corning of New 


York, Azariah Boody of New York, S. M. Felton of Penn- 
sylvania, Edward L. Baker of Massachusetts, John F.Wins- 


low of New York, J. S. Barbour of Virginia, John A. 


Graham of Maryland, and James F. Joy of Michigan. 
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amendment to the amendment, I would move one; 
| but as it is not, I shall make a Suggestion. | 
_ seems to be the desire of Senators here to eet P 
erienced railroad men. I will merely oa 
will not move it—the names of two thorough 
railroad men—John Brown, jr.,and Wendell Plat. 
lips—I mean experienced in the underground rail- 
road. aegis.) 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment of the Senator from Michj- 
an. 

Mr. BIGLER. [hope that proposition will be 
defeated. I want to terminate this. We haye 
had enough of it. ; 

Mr. GRIMES. I desire to say to the Senator 
from Michigan that some of the persons named 
in his amendment are not residents of the State 
| of Michigan, although they purport to be in the 
amendment, as I heard it read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is go 
much disturbance on the floor of the Senate that 
business cannot proceed. 

Mr.GRIMES. I merely wish to say that the 
proposition of the Senator from Michigan em- 
braces the directors of the Michigan Central rail- 
| road, I believe. 

Mr. CHANDLER. One of them. 

Mr. GRIMES. More than that. Mr. Corn- 
ing is; Mr. Baker is; Mr. Joy is; Mr. Brooks is; 
and I think that nearly, if not all, are directors of 
the Michigan Central Railroad Company. Per- 
| haps the gentleman would accomplish his object 
| by inserting at the end of it, ** and the other cor- 
porators in the Michigan Central railroad;’’ so 
as to let them all go in—directors and stockholders 
both. 

Mr. RICE. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

The question being taken, there were, on a 
division—ayes 15, noes 11; no quorum voting. 

Mr. LATHAM. lask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 21, nays 19; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Bingham, Bragg, Bright, Chandler, 
Clark, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, Grimes, Harlan, join 
son of Tennessee, Kennedy, King, Mason, Morrill, Nich 
olson, Pearce, Powell, Rice, Sumner, acd Trumbu!!—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Bigler, Cameron, Clingman, 
| Collamer, Dixon, Douglas, Fitch, Foster, Gwin, Hemphill, 
Lane, Latham, Seward, Simmons, Ten Eyck, Wade, Wi! 
kinson, and Wilson—19. 

So the motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, January 23, 1861. 


The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer 
by Rev. Mr. Butter, of the English Lutheran 
Church, of this city. ° 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Grosssrennen, his 
Private Secretary, informing the House that he 
had approved and signed the following bills: 

An act (H. R. No. 447) for the relief of the 
children of the late Captain E. A. Capron; 

An act (H. R. No. 127) for the relief of O. F. D. 
Fairbanks, Frederick Dodge,and the Pacific Mail 
| Steamship Company; and 

An act (H.R. No. 428) directing the Secretary 
of the Interior to liquidate the accounts of Mitch- 
ell & Rammillsburg and Baker & Von Phul. 


CRISIS MEMORIALS. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. 1 ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to present the proceedings 
| of a meeting of the citizens of Vigo county, In- 
| diana, without distinction of party, held at the 
| city of Terre Haute, on Saturday last, for the 
| purpose of considering, and giving expression to 
| their views, in reference to the present perilous 
| condition of the country. ‘This meeting was com- 
posed of the solid, substantial men of the county, 
_and of all political parties, the names of some ot 
_whom are familiar to many gentlemen on this 
floor. They recommend, unanimously, the adop- 
tion of the report of the border States committee, 
| or some other fair and just plan for the settlement 
| of the present agitating question. . . 
There being no objection, the proceedings were 
| received, laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, also asked leave to 








Mr. GREEN. If it were in order to move an 





| present the proceedings of a similar meeting held 
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Indiana, without 


distinction of party, composed of the most intel- | 


ligentand substantial citizens. They recommend 
5 


| 


the adoption by Congress of the Crittenden prop- | 
osition, or some similar and just plan, asa final 


settlement of the present alarming question. 
The resolutions were 
ordered to be printed. 


laid on the table, and |) 


Mr. ANDERSON, of Missouri. I wish to pre- ! 
sent to the House a memorial signed by a num- || 


ber of citizens of Hannibal, Missouri, formerly 
residents of New England, praying the adoption 


of the Crittenden propositions by Congress, ne- | 


cessary to the peace of the country. 


Mr. GROW. Yesterday I gave notice that I 


would object to the presentation, in open House, 


of any more of these petitions. The rules pro- 
yide that all such papers shall be filed, under the 


le. 
The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the 


memorial will be received, and laid on the table. | 


Mr. GROW. I must object. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Missouri. This is the 

etition of a number of respectable citizens. | 
Save there will be no objection to its being re- 
ceived. 

Mr. GROW. 
this paper. I only object in pursuance of the gen- 
eral notice I gave yesterday. 


CORRECTION OF THE JOURNAL. 


Mr. BURCH. [rise to ask that a correction 
may be made in the Journal of yesterday. The 
Journal reads that I moved to strike out of the 


| them read. 


I have no special objection to | 


. : . . > 1] 
motion which will give the gentleman from Ken- || was 


tucky the privilege he asks. 

Mr. ELY. Say to-morrow morning. 

The SPEAKER. It will come up in its regu- 
lar order as the unfinished business, without any 
motion. 


Mr. COLFAX. Very well, then; letit go over. | 


The bill was then informally passed over. 
POST ROUTE BILL. 


Mr. COLFAX. I nowcall up the amendments 
of the Senate to House bill No. 714, establishing 
certain post routes. 

Mr. Speaker, these are amendments offered by 
the Senate which are merely for the establishment 
of post routes, and I presume it is needless to have 
Most of them are for post routes in 
the frontier States. The amendment of the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads to those 
amendments is of the same character. They are 
not for any overland service, but entirely for in- 
terior post routes, and routes local in their char- 
acter. I move that those amendments be con- 
curred in, together with the amendment of the 
House. 

There was no objection, and it was ordered 
accordingly. 

Second amendment of the Senate: 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster 
General shall be, and he is hereby, authorized to procure 
and furnish letter sheets with postage stamps impressed 
thereon, (combining in one both a sheet and envelope,) 
and to adopt such other improvements as may be deemed 


|| advisable, trom time to time, in connection with postage 


resolutions before the House, reported by the || 


committee of thirty-three, all after the word ** re- 
solved.’” My amendment was by way of addition. 
I moved to strike out nothing. 
Journal be corrected accordingly. 
The motion was agreed to. 


COMPROMISE PROPOSITION. 
Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, 
I desire to give notice that I will, at the proper 
time, move, as an amendment to the report of the 


I move that the | 


seleet committee of thirty-three, what I send to | 


the Clerk’s desk. 
be printed, 
The amendment is as follows: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives, 
(two thirds of both Houses concurring,) That the following 
article be, and is hereby, proposed andsubmitted as an 
amendment to the Constitution of the United States, which 
shall be valid to all intents and purposes, as part of said 
Constitution, when ratified by conventions o7 three fourths 
of the several States: 

Art. —. Neither Congress nor a Territorial Legislature 
shall make any law respecting slavery or involuntary ser- 
vitude, except as a punishment for crime; but Congress 
may pass laws for the suppression of the African slave wade, 
and the rendition of fugitives from service or labor in the 
States. 

Mr. BURNETT. It is not in order to move to 


print a proposition that is not before the House. 
The SPEAKER. Itis not; but the gentleman 


lask now that it be ordered to 


stamps or stamped envelopes for letters or newspapers, 
subject to the provision that such stamps or envelopes shall 
be sold at the cost of procuring and furnishing the same, as 


near as may be, and to all other provisions of the eighth 


section of an act of Congress entitled “ An act to establish 
certain post roads, and for other purposes,’? approved 
August 31, 1852. 


Mr. COLFAX. That amendment of the Sen- 


| ate authorizes the Postmaster General to estab- 


lish a new system of envelope, by which letter 
sheets shall have a postage stamp impressed upon 
them. Itis desired by commercial men in com- 
mercial cities, and is recommended by the Post- 
master General and the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Third amendment of the Senate: 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the penalty of 


fifty dollars, provided by section eight of an act of Con- 
gress entitled * An act to estublish certain post roads, and 
for other purposes,’? approved March 3, 1853, shall apply 
as Well to the using of a stamp cut from a stamped letter 
or newspaper envelope, as to the reuse of the envelope 


| entire. 


from Pennsylvania asks unanimous consent to | 


have it printed. 


There was no objection; and the proposed 


amendment was ordered to be printed. 


COURT-ROOM IN WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA. 
Mr. HALE. 


making an appropriatien of $10,000 for court- 
room and marshal’s office for the district court 
of the United States for the western district of 
Pennsylvania, in order that it may be put on its 
passage. 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. I object, 
and call for the regular order of business. 


TELEGRAPH TO CALIFORNIA. 
The SPEAKER. The first question before 


the House is the unfinished business of yesterday, 
which is House bill No. 891, supplementary to 


** An act to facilitate communication between the | 


Atlantic and Pacific States by electric telegraph,”’ 


I ask the unanimous consent of | 
the House for leave to discharge the Committee || 
of the Whole on the state of the Union from the | 
further consideration of House bill No. 505, | 





reported back from the Committee on the Post | 


Office and Post Roads. 
Mr. BURNETT. 
Indiana [Mr. Coxtrax] will not insist on consid- 
ermg this bill at this time. I desire to submit 
Some reason in opposition, but I am not phys- 
ically in condition to do so this morning. 
Mr. COLFAX. I am willing to enter any 


Mr. COLFAX. This isto correct an omission 
in the present law, and its necessity is obvious. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Fourth amendment of the Senate: 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, Vhat the fourth sec- 
tion of the act of Congress, appreved Sth August, 1854, en 
titled ** An act making appropriations for the service of the 
Post Office Department during the fiseal year ending the 
30th June, 1855,"’ be, and the same is hereby, coutinued 
from the Sth day of August, 1853, to the Sth day of August, 
1860. 

Mr. COLFAX. That relates to the clerks in 
the Washington City post office. J send up the 
letter of the chief clerk in that office, which will 
afford a full explanation. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

Post Orrice, Wasuinoron, D. C., 


December 10, 1860. 
Sin: The object of the provisions of the act of Congress, 
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continued over until two years ago, when 
the Post Office appro” -viation bill failed. Subse- 
quently that bill was passed ‘ naked,’’ as it is 
called, and without any of these provisions, or 
any others of a legislative character. 

“he amendment was concurred in. 


Fifth amendment of the Senate: 
Src. 5. 


' 5. ud be it further enacted, That the joint resolu- 
tion of Congress of 18th August, 1856, which provides that 
there shall be * one principal messenger in each of the 
bureaus of the several Executive Departments, atan annual 


| salary of $840 each,” shall be understood to embrace within 
| its true scope and meaning the offices of the three Assist 
| ant Postmasters General, entitling each to a messenger, at 


an annual salary of $840. 

Mr.COLFAX. That carries out the intention 
of the law that all bureau officers receiving a sal- 
ary of $3,000 per year shall have a messenger 
As these Assistant Postmasters General are now 
confirmed by the Senate, they rank with the heads 


| of bureaus. 


rr © * 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Sixth amendment of the Senate: 


Sec. 6. 4nd be it further enacted, That letters which 
have been advertised under existing laws, (vide section 


| twenty-six, act of Mareh 3, 1825, and section five, of March 


3, 1851,) shall be returned to the Post Office Department as 
dead letters, if unclaimed two months after the date of the 
advertisement: Provided, That letters at seaports intended 
for persons on board of certain designated vessels expected 
to arrive, and letters specially marked to be retained a 
longer period, shall be excepted from the operation of this 
act: nd provided further, That said letters shall be re 
turned under regulations to be preseribed by the Postmaster 


| General. 


of the ac 


Mr. COLFAX. 
lected 7 


Statistics that have been col- 
the Post Office Department show that 
vertised letters that are called for at all, 


| over ninety per cent. are taken out the first month, 


and but very few the succeeding two months that 
they are retained. This provision diminishes the 


| time that they are to be kept before being sent to 
| the dead letter office from three months to two 


months. 
ry . 
The amendment was concurred in. 
Seventh amendment of the Senate: 


Sec. 7. and be it further enacted, That the unclaimed 
money from dead letters, now appropriated to the use of the 
Department, under section twenty-six of act of Mareh 3, 
1825, may be exclusively applied in future to promote the 
efficiency of the dead letter office, by providing for a more 
careful examination of letters, and the return of a larger 


| number to the writers, (whether with or without valuable 


inclosures :) Provided, That said officer shall make a de 
tailed report of his proceedings to Congress during the next 
session thereof. 


Mr. COLFAX. This amounts to about six 
thousand dollars per year, and is now paid into 
the Treasury of the United States. This section 
allows it to e used to promote the efficiency of 
the dead letter office, from the operations of which 
it accrues. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Eighth amendment of the Senate: 


Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, ‘That upon all letters 
returned from the dead letter office there shall be charged 


| the usual rates of postage, to be collected on delivery, and 
accounted for by postmasters in the same manner as other 


postages. 


Mr.COLFAX. The obvious necessity for this 
amendment will be apparent when ! state, that 


| when dead letters are returned no postage is 
| charged for that return, although, in addition to 


approved 5th August, 1854, se far as the granting this office | 


a milla pound on qpblic documents transmitted through 
the mail, was to put the clerks of this office on a footing, 
as to salaries, of clerks in the other Departments of the Gov- 
ernment. ‘The section making this provision was made by 


| the suggestion of the late Mr. Rusk, of the Senate, then 


chairman of the Committee on Post Roads in that body. It 
was continued from year to year by subsequent enactments, 
and only failed in 1858 in the omission to pass the Post Of- 
fice bill, and last year, as you are aware, for want of time. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
L. TREE. 
Hon. Scuvyier Cotrax. 


Mr. COLFAX. This refers to an amendment 
adopted in 1854, on motion of the late Senator 
Rusk, then chairman of the Committee on the 


| Post Office and Post Roads of the Senate. It was 


I hope the gentleman from | 


| i 


enacted in consequence of the enormous quantity 
of documents mailed in this city, and the large 
number of clerks required over and above the usual 
number of a post office of this size, that the post- 
master should be allowed one mill per pound on 
that matter to pay these clerks. That amendment 


their carriage in the mails, the postmasters are 
subjected to much trouble in hunting up the send- 
ers of these letters. 

The amendment was concurred in, 

Ninth amendment of the Senate: 


Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That every letter or 
packet brought into the United States, or carried from one 
port therein to another, in any private ship or vessel, shall be 
charged with five cents, if delivered atthe post office where 
the same shall arrive; and if destined to be conveyed by 
post to any place, with two cents added to the ordinary 
rates of postage: Provided, That upon all letters or packets 
conveyed in whole or in part by steamers or steamships over 
any route upon which, or between ports and places between 
which, the mail is regularly conveyed in other vessels under 
contract with the Post Office Department, the same charge 
shall be levied, with the addition of two cents a letter or 


| packet, as would have been levied if such letter or packet 


had been transmitted regularly through the mail. 


Mr. COLFAX. In consequence of the law of 
1825 not having been amended when cheap post- 
age was authorized, it follows that, as ship letters, 
when delivered at the port where the vessel ar- 
rives, are charged six cents, and when transported 
thence inland, two cents (for the captain) in addi- 
tion to the inland postage, (now three cents,) the 


|| postage is less to carry a letter twenty-five hun- 
|| dred miles inland, than to deliver it at the very 
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city where the vessel bringing it has touched. || express my conviction that, if this amendment is 
|| adopted and becomes a law, Congress will have 


This section corrects this anomaly. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Tenth amendment of the Senate: 


Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That all acts or parts | 


of acts inconsistent with the provisions of the preceding 
section of this act be, and the same are hereby, repealed. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Eleventh amendment of the Senate: 


Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That so much of the 
act entitled “ An act regulating the pay of deputy postmas- 
ters,” approved June 22, 1854, as authorizes the Postmaster 
General to make quarterly allowances out of the postages 
collected at separating post offices, for extra labor employed 
in separating and dispatching the mails, be, and the same 
is hereby, repealed: Provided, He shall pay such allowances 


as may have been authorized under existing laws to the | 


date of this repeal. 


Mr. COLFAX. The House at the last ses- | 


sion, On a test Vote, after debate, refused to concur | 


in that amendment. It is an amendment repeal- 


ing th® law authorizing the Postmaster General | 


to pay extra pay to postmasters of separating 
offices which are intermediate between distributing 
oflices and ordinary offices. Gentlemen will re- 
member the debate of the last session. The House 
voted it down at that time. 

Mr. PHELPS. Let us do so again. 

Mr.COLFAX. Iam still in favor of the amend- 
ment, but feel it due to the House to state these 
facts, so as not to surprise them. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


‘Twelfth and thirteenth amendments of the Sen- 
ate: 

Sec. 13. 4nd be it further enacted, That the Postmaster 
General shall not, ou any railroad of the first class, allow 
an average rate of speed of less than twenty miles an hour, 


an average rate of speed of less than seventeen miles an 
hour, including stoppages ; nor on any railroad of the third 
classs, less than twelve miles an hour, including stoppages ; 
and no greater interval than forty-five minutes shall be al 

lowed between connecting routes, of either class, to effect 
the transfer of the mails. 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That, for the con- 
veyance of the mail on any railroad of the first class, the 
Postmaster General shall not pay a higher rate of compen- 
sation than 3200 per mile per annum 3; nor upon any railroad 
of the second class a higher rate than eighty dollars per 
mile per annum; nor upon any railroad of the third class 
a higher rate than forty dollars per mile per annum. 


Mr.COLFAX. These provisions were recom- 
mended by the late Postmaster General, Mr. Holt. 
They would save to the Treasury of the United 
States $355,000 per annum. But after consider- 
ation of the matter by the Post Office Committce 
of the House, Ll am instructed by them to say that 
they do not feel at liberty to recommend to the 
House a concurrence in the amendments. De- 


sirous as they are to make retrenchment in this | 
department, they fear the provisions might have || 


the effect to disarrange the entire postal service 
of the country. 
pensation on first class railroads from $300 to $200 
per mile—a reduction of thirty-three per cent.; on 
second class roads from $100 to $80 per mile—a 
reduction of twenty per cent.; and on third class 
roads from $50 to $40 per mile—a like reduction 
of twenty per cent. If it were certain that the 
mails would be carried by all these roads, and that 
the mail system would not be deranged, we would 
have cordially recommended a concurrence; but 
there is very great doubt, with the present amount 
of mails, and the state of the railroads at the 
present time, whether sucha sweeping reduction 
might not lead to a state of affairs which the 
House would dislike to see inaugurated. 

Mr. STOUT. I would inquire of the gentle- 
man from Indiana whether it is not in the power 
of the Postmaster General to make these reduc- 
tions without any authority of law? 

Mr.COLFAX. It is not, except by changing 
the classes into which the railroads are divided. 


Mr. HOARD. Will the gentleman tell me the | 
distinction between a first and second class rail- 


road? 

Mr. COLFAX. 
an arbitrary one. The Postmaster General makes 
the distinction, founded upon the bulk of the mails 
and the rate of speed. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
will be concurred in. 
ones. 


Mr. BRANCH. 


I pene the amendments 
I think they are very good 


I understood the gentleman 


from Indiana to say that the committee recom- | 
I shall not, therefore, | 


mend a non-concurrence. 
enter as fully into a discussion of the subject as 
I intended when it was first read. I will simply 


They reduce the rates of com- | 


The distinction is somewhat | 


_ they could not afford'to render those services, but 
| it totally changes the whole policy of the Gov- 
| ernment in relation to the classification of rail- 


| according to the ye / of the railroad, nor ac- 


| second and third class roads, will throw down 


: \| the ils , , 2 service. 
including stoppages ; nor on any railroad of the second class, the mails and refuse: to re rform the servic 


| amendmént should be concurred in, and 1 will || 
| state the reason for such concurrence. The pres- | 
| ent rates paid to railroad companies for transport- | 
| ing the mails are about seven times the rates paid 





| and fair rates. 
| ment, which was prepared by the Postmaster 





| 
1 
| 
! 


il 


| compel the railroads to carry the mails at a reason- 


to make some other provision for carrying its 
mails than over at leasta portion of the railroads. | 
It not only reduces them to a compensation totally || 
inadequate to the services rendered, and for ok 


roads. Heretofore the classification has been not 
cording to the speed of its trains, but with sole 
reference to the bulk and importance of the mails 
carried. It is something new, so far as I under- 
stand our legislationg for us to undertake to con- 
form the rates of speed to the classification. 

In addition, no one can read the proposition and 
not be convinced that if we adopt speed as the 
basis of classification, the distinction it proposes || 
to make in the rates of pay is altogether unjust 
and unequal. To the first class of roads it pro- 
poses to pay $200 per mile per annum for a speed 
of twenty miles an hour; to second class roads, || 
eighty dollars for seventeen miles an hour; and, 
to third class, forty dollars for twelve miles an 
hour. If we pay $200 a mile to roads which run 
twenty miles an hour, I submit that eighty dol- || 
lars a mile is altogether inadequate for a road 
that runs seventeen miles an hour. 

I have some practical acquaintance with this | 
subject; and I assure the chairman of the Com- | 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads that if | 
this amendment is adopted, in my opinion, all | 
the roads which are now carrying the mails as || 





Whether they do so or not, they ought to do so, 
if they have any regard for their own interest. 
Mr. BURNETT. 1 desire to ask the gentle- 


man a question. I wish to know the difference 





_of the remark in respect to driving a free 





; : : ; | 
between the price now paid to railroads carrying || 


the mails, and other first class transportation ? 
Mr. BRANCH., [ am not able to answer the 
interrogatory of the gentleman. It can be an- 
swered, no doubt, by the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. I have 
some acquaintance with the rates paid to railroad 
companies, but no practical acquaintance with the 
rates paid for any other mode of transportation. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I can answer the gentle- 
man’s question. I expressed a desire that this 


i 
for ordinary transportation, and they are about | 
three times the rates paid for express transpor- 
tation; and they are totally out of all proportion 
to any other kind of transportation. The Gov- 
ernment has uniformly paid to railroad compa- 
nies, as well as to everybody else, a higher rate 
than is paid to individuals. It is said that these 
railroad companies will refuse to carry the mails 
unless they get their own price. I will leave them 
to the lili opinion of their own neighborhoods, 
and there is not arailroad company in the United 
States which will not be compelled to carry the 
mails at the rates fixed by law. Public opinion 
will compel them to carry the mails at reasonable 
The rates fixed by this amend- 








General, is considerably in excess of the ordinary 
express transportation rates; and even at the rates 
prescribed by this amendment, these railroads 
geta larger amount than is pgid to Adams’s or 
any other express company. If we fix the com- 
pensation ata reasonable rate, public opinion will 


able rate. 

Mr. EDWARDS was recognized by the Chair. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I desire to make a single 
suggestion. 

Mr. EDWARDS. _I have the floor. 

Mr. BRANCH. I think I have the floor. I 

ielded to the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. 
ouaret to ask a question, and to the gentle- 
man from Ohio [Mr. Suerman] to answer it. I 
now resume the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair supposed that 
the gentleman from North Carolina had yielded 
the floor. Being in that mistaken, the gentleman 
will proceed. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I desire to make a single 
remark in reference to what was said by the gen- 









January 23. 


ee, 


tleman from Ohio. But I will not violate the spirit 


horse, 





and will not persist in it now. 
Mr. BRANCH. In a few moments I shall 
yield the floor, The gentieman from Ohio, | a 
rehend, will find himself very much mistekenif 
1e supposes that public sentiment in any State 
where railroads have been built, not out of the 
Federal Treasury, nor by grants made to them 
by Congress out of the common property, but 
where they have been built by the private means 
of the citizens, or out of money contributed by 
the treasuries of those States—I say he is yer 
much mistaken if he supposes that in an oak 
case as that, public sentuument will compel them 
to carry the mails for an inadequate compensa- 
tion. here we have built railroads out of the 


| common means of the United States, there ma 


be some reasons for attempting to reduce them to 
those low rates. In many of the older States of 
the Union we have built railroads out of our own 
means. We expect our railroad companies wii! 
demand of the Government an adequate and fair 


| compensation for carrying the mails; and we will 


not countenance them in demanding anything 
more. Butif you undertake to confine them to 
the rates in this bill for second and third class ser- 


| vice, I assure the gentleman from Ohio that there 


is not a single State among those of which I have 
spoken, where the public opinion will compel 
them to carry the mail at these rates. 

It has long been a matter of complaint among 
railroad companies that your firstand second class 
pay is unequal and unfair. Under the existing 
law, the first class pay is $200 a mile, and the sec- 
ond class pay is $100a mile. You might, perhaps, 
appropriately take something from those receiv- 
ing $200 a mile and give it to those heretofore re- 
ceiving $100 a mile. But instead of doing that, 
te go in the opposite direction, and propose to 
eave those who are now receiving the Sechans 
price in the receipt of what they now get, but to 
reduce still lower the compensation of those who 
are already receiving too little proportionately. 

Another point in the case, Mr. Speaker, is, that 
this amendment proposes to regulate the rate of 
speed on all the railroads in the United States. It 
may appear to gentlemen who are not familiar 
with the subject, that the rate prescribed isa very 
low one. Twenty miles an hour, including stop- 
pages, is regarded in the region of country with 
which I am acquainted as a high rate of speed. 
Twenty miles an hour, including stoppages, is 
equal to between twenty-five and thirty miles ac- 
tual running speed. We regard twenty-five miles 
an hour as very rapid running. So far from au- 
thorizing the Postmaster General to require rail- 


|| road companies to run twenty-five miles an hour, 


1 would, if I had the power, make a law in every 
State that no railroad company should exceed that 


| speed in any case with trains bearing human life 


upon them, without special license from a board 
or officer specially appointed for that duty. Its 
wrong in principle for Congress to undertake to 
control the running speed of railroads all over the 
United States. There is no propriety in it; but 


if you do undertake to control it, you ought not, 


to require so high a rate of speed as is required 
for first class roads by this amendment. 

Mr. CURTIS. hatis that speed? 

Mr. BRANCH. The speed is twenty milesan 
hour, including stoppages; the actual running 
speed being at Teast twenty-five miles an hour, 1n 
order to fulfill these conditions. 

I would say more upon this subject but for the 
fact that the chairman of the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads states to the House 
that the committee recommend a non-concurrence 
in the amendment. I hope it will be non-con- 
curred in; and I should not have made these re- 
marks but for the fact that I feared one of those 
common occurrences in regard to the bill—that 
we, upon careful consideration, should reject the 
amendment, and in a week or ten days we should 
find it put back in the bill by some committee of 
conference, without the knowledge of the House. 
I hope that the amendment will be rejected, and 
that the chairman of the Committee on the Post 


| Office and Post Roads will watch it hereafter and 


see that it is not put in the bill by a committee of 
conference, without at least calling the attention 
of the House to the fact. 

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, the gentleman 
from North Carolina [Mr. Brancu] has so fully 





